
3 Angus Foundation Highlights Successes...............................................4A

3 AngusLink Offers GeneMax Enhancement...........................................10A

3 Upcoming: AI School in S.D...................................................................11A

Inside this Issue:

SOUTH DAKOTA February 2026

SD Angus News is published by 
RL Publications, Philip, SD 

Sponsored by the
South Dakota Angus Association 

Special insert in the February 18, 2026 edition 
of The Cattle Business Weekly



Page 2A	 South Dakota Angus News	 February 2026



February 2026	 South Dakota Angus News	 Page 3A

A&B Cattle........................... 10A
Baxter-Jandel...........................3B
Brookdale Angus................. 12A
Bruns Angus..........................10B
Cattle Visions......................... 8A
Cottonwood Angus............. 13A
Dakota Ag Insurance............ 6A
Fox Angus Farm......................6B
Fuoss Angus......................... 15A
Heim Cattle Co.....................12B
Jorgenson L&C.................... 14A
Katus Ranch............................9B
Kwasniewski Angus............. 4A
Lau’s Valley View Farms..... 7A
Lindskov LT Ranch.............. 2A

M&E Angus.............................8B
Martin-Trudeau......................7B
Melhalf Angus....................... 5A
Miller Angus of Estilline......1B
Mogck Angus....................... 11A
Nelson Angus.........................4B
OIAN Angus.........................10B
Roth Angus............................11B
Schauer Angus........................2B
Sleepy Hollow Farm............. 9A
Styles Angus ....................... 16A
VanBeek Angus .....................5B
Wicks Angus...........................4B
Wieseler Angus .................. 13A

Advertiser Index

SD ANGUS ASSOCIATION MEMBERSHIP
$80 for 2 years

Farm or Ranch

Address

City	 State	 Zip

Operator(s)	 Phone

Operator(s)	 Phone

Operator(s)	 Phone

E-mail Address/Fax #

Return to: Royce Erdmann, 1138 Burtis Ave., Leola, SD 57456

Rich Geppert
Board Member

Blunt, S.D.

Ty Dieters
Secretary
Faith, S.D.

Royce Erdmann 
Treasurer
 Leola, S.D. 

Lee Kopriva
President

Raymond, S.D.

Jade Jandel 
Vice President 
 Rockham, S.D. 

Tyler Bush 
Social Media 
Britton, S.D. 

One of the tour stops on the 2025 South Dakota 
Angus Tour was at Baxter Farms where cattle were 
on display from Mark Baxter and Jade Jandel. 

On The Cover

SD ANGUs NEWs
Sponsored by South Dakota Angus Association
Published by RL Publications, Inc., Philip, SD 

Future Publications: 

August 26, 2026
Advertising deadline

August 14, 2026

December 23, 2026
Advertising deadline
December 11, 2026

Sales
Donnie Leddy: (605) 695-0113 
Ryan Casteel: (605) 423-6000

Andy Rest: (406) 670-5678
Jay Carlson: (913) 967-9085

Kadon Leddy: (605) 924-0757
Jory Boote: (701) 789-7047

Trenton Solida: (785)-302-0717

Contact Information:
The Cattle Business Weekly

 (605) 859-2022
Email: cattle@gwtc.net

Fax: (605) 859-2753

Editorial
Codi Vallery - Mills

Graphic Design
Courtney Gebes 
Cam Fagerhaug

Jessica Kammerer
Taylor Grill

Carl Lehrkamp
Board Member

Caputa, S.D.

SD Angus Breeders,
The year 2026 is off to 

an exciting start these 
first three columns for 
the South Dakota Angus 
News have been back-to-
back to meet the dead-
lines. Thank you to The 
Cattle Business Weekly 
for publishing our Angus 
News! 

With the first pro-
duction sales setting 
records and reaching new 
heights, the optimism is 
strong.  As I traveled 
across the state to the 
Black Hills Stock Show 
last weekend I saw no 
snow the whole way.  I 
attended the Black Hills 
Angus Association ban-
quet on Sunday evening 
February 1st, this was 
well attended and enjoy-
able as a live band played 
while we ate. The Black 
Hills Stock Show Angus 
Show and Sale went 
well with a high caliber 
show and an active bid-
ding crowd at the sale.  

Thank you to Martin- 
Trudeau Insurance as 
they presented the SD 
Angus Association with 
a $32,000 check from 
their Nationwide sign-
ing kickback program, 
to date they have pre-
sented SD Angus with 
$208,000 in the last 11 
years.  This has allowed 
the SD Angus to increase 
our Scholarship and 
Heifer Grant awards for 
students and junior mem-
bers.  We appreciate their 
support, if you see any 
Martin- Trudeau staff at 
sales this spring please 
thank them.  The state 
Phenotype and Genotype 
Show (PGS) for junior 
members will be at the 
SD Junior Angus Field 
Day June 5th in Redfield. 
This year the PGS Show 
will be open to bulls and 
heifers. Please make sure 
to complete the preshow 
requirements.  Juniors 
please be on the lookout 
for the entry forms that 

will be coming in the mail 
for the Field Day.  

The SD Angus spon-
sored Heifer and Steer 
Futurity Show will be 
at the Spotlight Show 
in July, junior members 
please consider purchas-
ing from a SD Angus 
member so you are eligi-
ble for this show as you 
are procuring show calves 
for this year.  

The Powered by Angus 
radio ad campaign kicked 
off on radio stations 
across the state, so keep 
an ear open as we have 
nearly statewide radio 
coverage.  There is value 
in the registration paper 
of a registered Angus 
bull.  

The sale season is off 
to a great start and the 
weather has been beau-
tiful. May you have a 
safe calving season and a 
great sale! 

Lee   Kopriva, 
S.D. Angus President

An Exciting Start to 2026

CODI VALLERY-MILLS
Martin Trudeau Insurance presented the South Dakota Angus Association with a check for $32,000 before 

the start of the Black Hills Stock Show Angus Sale. Shown (l to r): South Dakota Angus Association officers 
Lee Kopriva, Ty Dieters, and Royce Erdmann along with Amy Puepke, Colton Tobin and Ray Trudeau with 
Martin Trudeau Insurance. 
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SAVE THE DATE
South Dakota Angus Tour

will visit the 
Black Hills Region:

Sept. 15-17, 2026

Molly Biggs
Angus Communications

From the first days 
of January, the Angus 
Foundation hit  the 
ground running, ener-
gized by the support of 
donors and bidders at 
Cattlemen’s Congress in 
Oklahoma City and the 
National Western Stock 
Show in Denver.  With 
these contributions driv-
ing education, youth and 
research forward, the 
year ahead is poised to 
deliver lasting impact. 

The enthusiasm and 
contributions in support 
of the Foundation’s mis-
sion, helped raised over 
$200,000 through “Join 
us in January” events 
like the Angus Foun-
dation Heifer Package, 
Herdsman Social Auction 
and Fund the Future lots.

“These events help us 
encourage success for 
our Angus membership 
through leadership and 
educational develop-

ment, advancement of 
the breed’s genetics and 
development of our next 
generation,” said Jaclyn 
Boester, Angus Founda-
tion, executive director.  
“It is astonishing to have 
the unwavering support 
of our donors and sup-
porters to keep advanc-
ing our Foundation’s 
mission.”

The Foundation was 
also fortunate enough to 
have Fund the Future 
lots offered in the Bases 
Loaded and Denim and 
Diamonds sales hosted 
in conjunction with Cat-
tlemen’s Congress and 
the Foundation Angus 
Female Sale at Nation-
al Western Stock Show, 
to raise money for the 
Angus Fund, which pro-
vides unrestricted fund-
ing for Angus education, 
youth and research. 
The Angus Fund sup-
ports various initiatives, 
including educational 
programs like the Beef 
Leaders Institute, lead-
ership conferences and 

cutting-edge research 
aimed at enhancing the 
breed’s future. To learn 
more about the Angus 
Foundation, visit www.
angus.org/foundation.

More about the donat-
ed lots:
Bases Loaded Sale at 
Cattlemen’s Congress 

| Jan. 6
Lot: Heifer Pregnancy
Sire :  AAA TRUE 

BLOOD 3553
Dam: G3 BLACKBIRD 

3051
Donated  by  AAA 

Farms, Lavina, TN
Purchased by Edisto 

Pines Farm of Leesville, 
SC. for $10,000, with 
all funds supporting the 
Fund the Future Cam-
paign

Denim and Diamonds 
at Cattlemen’s Con-

gress | Jan. 7
Lot: Heifer Pick
Sire: EXAR Tomahawk 

2836B
Dam: PAF RITA 5091

Donated by Pfeiffer 
Angus Farm of Mulhall, 
OK

Purchased by Heritage 
Farm of Shelbyville, KY, 
for $23,000, with all funds 
supporting the Fund the 
Future Campaign

National Angus Bull 
Sale at Cattlemen’s 
Congress | Jan. 9

Lot: Donation Heifer 
Package

D o n a t e d  H e i f e r : 
WILKS Rita  4728 , 
Registration No. AAA 
+*21207190

Sire: FF Rito Ambitious
Dam: Lylester Rita 786
Donated by Wilks 

Ranch, Eastland, Texas
Purchased by: Express 

Angus Ranches of Yukon, 
OK; Nowatzke Cattle/
Maple Lane of Michigan 
City, IN; and Pollard 
Farms, LLC of Wau-
komis, OK for $150,000.

The heifer package also 
includes an Advanced 
Reproductive Technology 
Package from Trans Ova 

Genetics; trucking to the 
buyer donated by Cliff R. 
Lathrop Livestock Trans-
portation Inc.; and 30 
days of mortality insur-
ance donated by Jeanne 
Conover, Livestock Insur-
ance Agent with Conover 
Auction Service.

To learn more about 
the 2026 Angus Founda-
tion Heifer Package, visit: 
bit.ly/FoundationHeifer-
Package

Foundation Angus 
Female Sale at the 
National Western | 

Jan. 16
The following week, 

the Angus family headed 
west to Denver for the 
National Western Stock 
Show. The Foundation 
Angus Sale featured a 
special Fund the Future 
lot through the sale of 
Sadler Rito Lady 5004. 
She is a maternal sister 
to Hoffman Thedford.

Donated by Sadler 
Ranches of Perkins, OK, 
Sadler Rito Lady 5004, 

purchased by Spruce 
Mountain Ranch of 
Larkspur, CO; Ingram 
Angus of Pulaski, TN; 
and Stellpflug Cattle 
Company of Guernsey, 
WY for $40,000.This is 
the inaugural female to 
sell in support the newly 
established scholarship 
honoring Dr. Barry Pol-
lard, past president and 
chairman of the board.

Lot: Fund the Future 
Donation Heifer

Donated Heifer: Sadler 
Rito Lady 5004

Sire:  Spring Cove 
Grant 200K

Dam: HA RITO Lady 
3839

Donated by Sadler 
Ranches, Perkins, OK

Purchased by Spruce 
Mountain Ranch of Lark-
spur, CO; Ingram Angus 
of Pulaski, TN; and Stell-
pflug Cattle Company 
of Guernsey, WY, for 
$40,000.  

– American Angus 
Association

Angus Foundation Highlights Successes in January

The National Junior 
Angus Association has 
rule changes for the 2026 
year:

1. Age Eligibility has 
been lowered – Exhibi-
tors must be ages 7-21 
as of January 1 of the 

current year with birth-
dates ranging from Jan-
uary 1st, 2005 through 
December 31st, 2018 and 

must be a Junior, Regu-
lar, or Life Member of the 
American Angus Associ-
ation.

2. Sibling Ownership 
Now Allowed – Owned 
animals can now be multi 
owned between siblings 
as long as all siblings 
own the animal by the 
ownership date and are 
within NJAA show rule 
ages (as of Jan 1)

*Bred & Owned ani-
mals must still meet first 
breeder, first owner, and 
continuous ownership 
requirements.

*Animals still need to 
meet ownership dead-
lines.

*Animals may have a 
maximum of 3 owners.

S.D. Junior Associa-
tion Adds Shows

In addition to the PGS 
Bred & Owned Heifer 
show at the SD Junior 
State Show,  there is now 
a PGS Owned Bull Show 
to be held alongside the 
PGS Bred & Owned Heif-
er Show.  Same rules 
apply.

*PGS show important 
information: All animals 
must have been genomic 
tested, with a DNA test 
on file with AGI BY the 
ownership deadline of 
May 15th.  The animal 
must be tested with 
Angus GS or HD50K.  
Basic parentage testing 
does not qualify for this 
show.

*DNA testing can take 
up to 5 weeks, so please 
keep that in mind if you 
are planning on enter-
ing the PGS Show at our 
State Show in June.  

There will also be an 
Angus Steer Futuri-
ty Show alongside the 
Heifer Show at the SD 
Summer Spotlight.  The 
Steer must be purchased 
from an actively paid SD 
Angus Association mem-
ber and ownership dead-
line still applies. 

Important dates to 
remember:

May 15th – ownership 
deadline for NJAA and 
June 1st for SDJAA

June 5th – SD Junior 
Angus State Show to be 
held in Redfield, SD at 
the Spink County Fair-
grounds.  Check In’s will 
be from 10am -11am with 
the show starting at 1pm.  
More information to fol-
low.

Contact information 
for any SDJAA questions 
can be directed to Erica 
Styles or Jeana Hurlbut 

Follow updates on 
Facebook under SD 
Junior Angus Association 
for more information and 
announcements.

Be sure to check out 
www.sdjps.com for a 
list of Jackpot Shows 
throughout the state 
throughout the year.

S.D. Junior Angus Announcements 
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Amy Blum
Cattle Business Weekly

(EDITOR’S NOTE: 
South Dakota Angus 
producer Nick Jorgensen 
was selected as a Top 10 
Industry Leader by The 
Cattle Business Weekly 
in 2025. This article orig-
inally ran in the October 
2025 Cattle Business 
Herd Reference Guide.) 

As a child, Nick Jor-
gensen worked in his 
family’s hog barns. 
There, he developed a 
strong work ethic and 
knew he wanted to 
return home as an adult. 
Of course, Jorgensen had 
no idea his return would 
include three degrees, 
office hours, and an acro-
nym.

“My family has held 
weekly business meet-
ings for as long as I can 
remember, so when I 
was invited to the table 
as a high school kid, it 
was pretty special,” Jor-
gensen says. “Grandpa 
Martin gifted me some 
ownership in the busi-
ness when I was 22, and 
that skin in the game 
became fuel for me to 
lean into the side of agri-
culture that I really love.”

That side of agriculture 
for Jorgensen is the busi-
ness side.

While at SDSU, he got 
“really good at building 
databases.” That talent 
led him to improve the 
family’s record keeping 
system during harvest, 
which ultimately led him 
to develop an enterprise 
resource planning (ERP) 
platform customized 
for Jorgensen Land & 
Cattle. Nearly a decade 
later, his ERP remains in 
place as flagship software 
designed to streamline 
the family’s core business 
processes while freeing 
up time for more strate-
gic or pressing work.

“We kids [Jorgensen 
siblings and cousins] 
have always known we’re 
welcome in the family 
business, but we also 

knew that no one walked 
into a role just because 
they wanted to,” the 
father of five says.

Jorgensen, 34, admits 
landing the role as chief 
executive officer (CEO) 
eight years ago wasn’t 
his idea. He also realizes 
such a role is uncommon 
for most farming and 
ranching businesses.

“We began working 
with Alan Hojer through 
the Keep Farmers Farm-
ing program in 2018,” 
Jorgensen says. “Things 
were good, but we felt 
like it was time to have 
guidance around all the 
moving parts. The choice 
to work with Alan was 
our tipping point.”

Those first meetings 
led the family to get hon-
est about organizational 
structure and leadership. 
Today, JLC is led by an 
executive team of seven 
including Cody as Chief 
Livestock Officer, Bryan 
as Chief Agronomy Offi-
cer, Nick as Chief Execu-
tive Officer, and Greg as 
VP of Sales.

“I won’t tell you we all 
love being in the office 
every day, but if we had 
each stayed in the pas-
tures, feedlot, and fields, 
could we have staked 
claim to being the world’s 
largest seedstock produc-
er?” Jorgensen shares.

Inquiring minds often 
want to know how the 
family business runs as 
it does. Jorgensen shares 
that the “how” comes 
from the “why.”

For over 100 years, 
the family has worked to 
improve their land, cat-
tle, and crops while bet-
tering life for their fam-
ilies and those families 
near them because they 
believe in their legacy 
of innovation and excel-
lence.

“The ‘how’ is the easi-
est part to answer,” Jor-
gensen says. “Plain and 
simple, we have a stellar 
team of super people.”

According to Jor-
gensen, staffing is how 
the family business 

became more profitable 
and efficient.

“Developing an orga-
nizational structure and 
staffing our team with 
people who want to be 
here means no one’s life 
has to revolve around 
work,” Jorgensen says. 
“Weekend work isn’t 
required. We’ve struc-
tured a business that 
keeps moving and offers 
all of us some balance 
with our personal lives.”

For Jorgensen and his 
wife Ashley, the balance 
they’ve found means the 

world. Together, they 
are raising five children, 
sons Hayes (10), Porter 
(8), Harvey & Walker 
(5), and daughter Scottie 
(2) and find themselves 
entrenched in youth 
baseball as a favorite 
family activity.

“I’d be lying if I told 
you that I don’t struggle 
with how different life is 
for my kids,” Jorgensen 
admits. “It is harder to 
have them involved now 
than it was when I was 
growing up as part of a 
smaller operation.”

But, with a golf course, 
thousands more bulls, 
and projects yet to be 
imagined, Jorgensen also 
knows his kids will have 
a myriad of opportunities 
to apply their talents, 
passions, and abilities if 
they choose.

“Alan [Hojer] once 
shared Proverbs 29:18 
with me, ‘Where there 
is no vision, the people 
perish.’ That hit home 
for me because it’s my 
job in a nutshell,” Jor-
gensen says. “My job is 
to make sure the vision 

is clear not only for our 
family but also for all the 
JLC stakeholders. It’s a 
responsibility I don’t take 
lightly and feel blessed to 
have.”

Andrew Swanson

Lot 32 MA Patriarch 5040 
AAA 21417954 |  DOB: 01/27/25

Sire: Connealy Patriarch 986
CED: 5 | BW: 2.6 | WW: 81 | YW: 136 | M: 21

Lot 42 MA Fair-N-Square 5047 
AAA 21417940 |  DOB: 01/31/25
Sire: Connealy Fair-N-Square 6717

CED: 15 | BW: -3.3 | WW: 49 | YW: 99 | M: 31

Lot 58 MA Tahoe 5001 
AAA 21418405 |  DOB: 12/13/24

Sire: MOGCK Tahoe 31
CED: 3 | BW: 2.1 | WW: 79 | YW: 136 | M: 30

Lot 14 MA Gary 5028 
AAA  21418419 |  DOB: 01/22/25

Sire: Connealy Gary 3135
CED: 3 | BW: 2.8 | WW: 76 | YW: 143 | M: 24

Lot 53 MA Growth Fund 5045 
AAA 21418455 |  DOB: 01/31/25
Sire: Connealy Growth Fund 3726

CED: 5 | BW: 2.3 | WW: 76 | YW: 134 | M: 27

Lot 2 MA Black Bandolier 5005 
AAA 21083473 |  DOB: 01/08/25
Sire: Quaker Hill Black Bandolier

CED: 2 | BW: 1.9 | WW: 96 | YW: 168 | M: 35

Sires Include: Quaker Hill Bandolier, Connealy Growth Fund 3726,  Connealy Patriarch 986, 
Connealy Gary 3135, Connealy Fair-N-Square 6717

The Pathfinder pro-
gram identifies females 
in the breed who excel 
in early puberty, early 
breeding and calving, and 
producing quality claves 
on time, year over year. A 
list of the latest Pathfind-
er females and sires who 
have produced at least 
five Pathfinder daugh-
ters is available using the 
Pathfinder search tool.

Pathfinders are identi-
fied with a # sign in front 
of their registration num-
ber. Members can print 
2026 Pathfinder certifi-
cates for their qualifying 
animals from their AAA 
Login account by going to 
Reports > Dam Report or 
Sire Report > Pathfinder 
Awards. 

To qualify, a female 
must have had a min-

imum of three calves 
and have produced a 
calf within the past 18 
months that was report-
ed through Angus Herd 
Improvement Records 
(AHIR®). The cow must 
also meet the following 
criteria:  

• Produce her first calf 
by 2 years and 181 days 
of age.  

• Calve her first calf 
within 30 days of the 
herd’s average age for 
first calving. This is 
determined separately 
for each herd from all 
first calf heifers reported 
in the herd.  

• Maintain a regular 
calving interval. The 
maximum calving inter-
val is:  

 • Her first three calves 
must post a minimum 
average progeny wean-
ing weight ratio of 105. 
OR she must reach an 
average progeny wean-
ing weight of 105, later 
in life.  

• A minimum of five 
calves in single-sex 
contemporary group is 
required each year to cal-
culate the average. 

• Calves must be sired 
by a Registered Angus 
bull.  

Females must meet the 
requirements annually to 
be included in the annual 
report, but once designat-
ed a Pathfinder Cow, is 
always a Pathfinder. 

Feel free to reach out 
to me with any questions.

Andrew Swanson, 
American Angus Assoc.

The 2026 Pathfinder Report is Live

Nick Jorgensen

Nick Jorgensen on Bettering the Business
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Dakota AG Insurance is an Equal Opportunity Provider!

Jared Mohnen 
Principal/Agent

Jennifer Krell 
Agent

Stacy Clauson 
Office Manager

Lashea Bickel 
Agent

Vince Boddicker
Agent

Karlee Sailer
Agent

Claire Kayser
CSR

Livestock Division:
➙	 All Risk Mortality
  • Purebred/Seedstock Cattle
  • Bucking Bulls
  • Bison, Breeding Sheep, Goats 
     & Swine
  • Working Dogs
  • Alpacas, Llamas & Exotics
➙	 Livestock Confinement, Feedlot & Pasture
➙	 Livestock Auction Markets, 
 Packers & Stockyards 
➙	 Livestock Care Custody & Control 
➙	 Motor Truck Cargo 
➙	 Frozen Semen/Embryos stationary 
 or in transit. 

Equine Division:
➙	 All Risk Mortality
➙	 Stallion Infertility (ASD)
➙	 Major Medical/Surgical Options
➙	 Private Horse Owner’s Liability Coverage

Farm & Ranch:
We insure all sizes of farm and ranch operations 
throughout the Midwest. We have access to 
every major carrier in the United States,
don’t hesitate to call an agent for a 
FREE-NO OBLIGATION quote today!

LRP & PRF Division:
➙		 LRP offers protection against unexpected future declines in the market value of cattle & swine.
➙		PRF covers pasture, rangeland, or forage for perennial haying &/or grazing purposes. It’s designed to 
 help protect a producer’s operation from the risks of forage loss due to the lack of precipitation.

Call an agent today to attend your annual production sale or to Call an agent today to attend your annual production sale or to 
obtain a free, no obligation quote on all of your insurance needs!obtain a free, no obligation quote on all of your insurance needs!

Martin Trudeau Insurance was honored as Ag Business of the Year by 
the Black Hills Angus Association. Accepting the award were: Rhonda 
and Ray Trudeau, Amy and Cam Puepke and Colton Tobin.

Black Hills Angus Hosts 
Annual Banquet on Jan. 31

Mallory Carlson of Lake Preston, S.D. received a Black Hills Angus 
Scholarship on Jan. 31 during the annual banquet. She was accompa-
nied by her parents Penny and Steve Carlson. Marcia Amdahl and Deb 
Kukuchka made the presentation. 

Tez Dieters was awarded a Black Hills Angus Scholarship. She is the 
daughter of Ty and Kari Dieters of Faith, S.D. Marcia Amdahl and Deb 
Kukuchka chair the scholarship committee. 

CODI VALLERY-MILLS
The Frederickson Ranch of Spearfish, S.D. was chosen ast Seedstock Producer of the Year by the Black 

Hills Angus Association. Shown is the Frederickson family (l to r): MaryKay, Mark, Jayna, Teegan, Tiernan, and 
Nate Frederickson. Black Hills Angus President David Uhrig is shown with the Fredericksons.

Kelon Lehrkamp with his basket 
of farm goodies that was auctioned 
off as part of the auction to raise 
funds for Angus scholarships. He 
is shown with high bidder Johna 
Rovere.

During the Black Hills 
Stock Show & Rodeo, 
a South Dakota Angus 
Association affiliate,the 
Black Hills Angus Asso-
ciation, held its annual 
banquet and auction. 

Held at The Monu-
ment, the evening provid-
ed music, a nice sit down 
meal and an auction to 
support youth scholar-
ships.

Two scholarships and 
honors were given that 
night. 

The  Freder i ckson 
Ranch of Spearfish, S.D. 
was honored as Seedstock 
Producer of the Year. 

Martin Trudeau Insur-
ance, Mitchell, S.D. was 
chosen as Ag Business of 
the Year.

Tez Dieters, Faith, 
S.D. and Mallory Carl-
son, Lake Preston, S.D. 
received scholarships 
through the association.

A heifer from the Fred-
erickson Ranch was also 
raffled off with Mike Leh-
rkamp as the winner.
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CALL OR EMAIL US TO JOIN OUR MAILING 
LIST OR REQUEST A SALE CATALOG

At the farm
27540 397th Ave  |  Armour, SD

THIS  IS  A  SALE 
WORTH  THE  WAIT!! 

Rise Above x Pathfinder 8106 x Casino Bomber N33
CED BW WW YW MK MB RE $M $B $C
+2 +2.4 +92 +147 +35 +1.05 +.80 +96 +76 +349

AAA 21285864AAA 21285864

LVVF Rise Above 549LVVF Rise Above 549

Step Up x Coleman Engage x Payweight 1682
CED BW WW YW MK MB RE $M $B $C

-2 +3.6 +78 +138 +34 +.96 +.83 +96 +176 +324

AAA 21349479AAA 21349479

LVVF Step Up 534LVVF Step Up 534

Pathway x Rainmaker 4404 x Long Haul
CED BW WW YW MK MB RE $M $B $C
+0 +1.4 +84 +135 +37 +1.07 +.67 +80 +174 +306

AAA 21301645AAA 21301645

LVVF Miss Pathway 573LVVF Miss Pathway 573

Saluda x Transformer x Eagle Eye
CED BW WW YW MK MB RE $M $B $C
+3 +2.8 +93 +154 +26 +.78 +.84 +89 +172 +312

AAA 21286023AAA 21286023

LVVF Saluda 56LVVF Saluda 56

Rise Above x Rainmaker 4404 x Payweight 1682
CED BW WW YW MK MB RE $M $B $C
+5 +2.1 +92 +143 +27 +.47 +.64 +97 +142 +281

AAA 21285910AAA 21285910

LVVF Miss Rise Above 525LVVF Miss Rise Above 525

Saluda x Rainmaker 4404 x Due North
CED BW WW YW MK MB RE $M $B $C
+11 +0 +98 +156 +15 +1.12+1.08 +81 +207 +349

AAA 21286021AAA 21286021

LVVF Miss Saluda 5148LVVF Miss Saluda 5148

Maternal sister now valued at $130,000

The South Dakota 
State Fair and the team 
at Pioneer are proud to 
welcome multi-platinum 
chart-topper Nate Smith 
to the State Fair on Satur-
day, September 5 at 8:00 
P.M. CT. 

 Just two years after 
smashing the doors open 
to the country music 
scene, Smith has risen to 
the ranks of the genre’s 
biggest hitmakers. With 
over 2.9 billion global 
career streams to date, 
he’s already earned his 
fourth consecutive #1 with 
current single “Fix What 
You Didn’t Break” (Sony 
Music Nashville), after 
becoming the first art-
ist in Country Aircheck/
Mediabase chart history 
to launch their career 

with three straight multi-
week #1 smashes includ-
ing three time platinum 
#1 “Whiskey On You”; 
platinum, record-setting, 
10-week consecutive #1 
“World on Fire”; and plati-
num #1 “Bulletproof.” The 
Paradise, California-born 
musician made a knock-
out debut in 2023 with 
his gold self-titled LP, and 
next brought his high-oc-
tane brand of country to 
his sophomore album,Cal-
ifornia Gold, the following 
year with genre-defying 
collaborations featuring 
Avril Lavigne and Ales-
so (on the #1 dance hit “I 
Like It”).  

 With his TV appear-
ances including Today, 
The Tonight Show Star-
ring Jimmy Fallon, and 

Jimmy Kimmel Live!, 
Smith’s racked up nom-
inations from CMA, 
CMT, iHeartRadio, and 
People’s Choice Country 
Awards, all while being 
recognized as ACM New 
Male Artist of the Year 
2024,Billboard’s Country 
Power Players Rookie of 
the Year 2024, and Ama-
zon Music’sBreakthrough 
Artist 2024, and winning 
acclaim from the likes of 
Rolling Stone, Grammy.
com, American Songwrit-
er, Los Angeles Times, 
and The Tennessean(who 
praised him as “country 
music’s fastest-rising 
beloved voice”). Selling 
out crowds across the 
country as an incendiary 
headliner with his Long 
Live Country Rock & Roll 

Tour next spring, he’s 
also on deck as direct sup-
port for Jason Aldean’s 
Full Throttle Tour 2026, 
after previously opening 
for Thomas Rhett, Cole 
Swindell, and Morgan 
Wallen. Dropping “After 
Midnight” featuring Tyler 
Hubbard, after last join-
ing forces with HARDY 
for “Nobody Likes Your 
Girlfriend,” he also deliv-
ered the deeply poignant 
“Dads Don’t Die.”   

“We are excited to wel-
come Nate Smith to the 
South Dakota State Fair,” 
said Peggy Besch, State 
Fairgrounds Manager. 
“His incredible talent and 
energy have made him 
one of country music’s 
fastest-rising stars, and 
we know our fairgoers 

are in for an unforgettable 
performance.” 

 Ticket presale for back-
rest signage holders and 
Friends of the Fair begins 
Monday, May 11, through 
Thursday, May 14. Tick-

ets go on sale to the gen-
eral public at 8:00 A.M. 
CT on Tuesday, May 19. 
Pricing and ticket infor-
mation can be found at 
www.sdstatefair.com.  

Nate Smith to Play South Dakota State Fair

 The South Dakota 
Department of Agricul-
ture and Natural Resourc-
es (DANR) is touting the 
success of the statewide 
Riparian Buffer Initia-
tive (RBI) following the 
announcement that the 
Board of Water and Nat-
ural Resources approved 
an additional $1,000,000 
American Rescue Plan Act 
(ARPA) grant for the ini-
tiative. Following awards 
in April 2022 and June 
2024, this announcement 
brings total APRA funding 
for RBI to $7.0 million. 

“The additional fund-
ing strengthens our com-
mitment to improving 
water quality by enhanc-
ing riparian buffer across 
the state,” said Secretary 
Roberts. “These dollars 
support landowners while 
delivering long-term ben-
efits for our lakes, rivers, 
and streams.” 

To date, DANR has 
executed 42 Riparian 
Buffer contracts, invest-
ing $2,900,000 to protect 
123.6 miles of streambank 
and shoreline. In addition, 
DANR has 64 potential 

contracts currently in 
process that would protect 
an additional 116 miles of 
waterways. 

DANR has also invested 
$525,000 into three Ani-
mal Waste Management 
Systems (AWS), account-
ing for 2,099 animal units. 
There is a potential for 11 
more systems that would 
account for 4,089 animal 
units. 

DANR estimates that 
the installed riparian 
buffers and animal waste 
systems have prevented 
45,733.8 pounds of nitro-

gen, 5,029.5 pounds of 
phosphorus, and 234 tons 
of sediment from entering 
South Dakota’s waterbod-
ies.  

A riparian zone is land 
along rivers, streams, 
lakes, and other water-
bodies where vegetation 
acts as a natural buffer 
to prevent pollutants 
from entering waterways. 
Riparian buffers are a 
proven conservation prac-
tice that improves water 
quality, supports wildlife 
habitat, provides addi-
tional forage for livestock, 

and increases the value of 
marginal cropland. 

Landowners enrolled 
in the Riparian Buffer 
Initiative receive direct 
payments to install and 
maintain buffers on eligi-
ble lands. Buffers must be 
50–120 feet wide, may not 
be harvested or mowed 
from May 1 to August 1, 
may not be grazed from 
May 1 to September 30, 
and must maintain a 
minimum of four inches 
of vegetative cover. 

DANR is partnering 
with the South Dakota 

Game Fish and Parks 
(GFP) to add additional 
incentives for riparian 
buffers in areas also par-
ticipating in CRP and 
CREP contracts. 

For more information 
about DANR’s Riparian 
Buffer Initiative click 
here. Landowners inter-
ested in enrolling in RBI 
should contact DANR’s 
Tanner Clausen at 605-
362-3559. 

           – S.D. Dept. of Ag

DANR Touts Statewide Riparian Buffer Initiative Following Additional Funding
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KOUPALS B&B DIVERSE
Elite outcross calving ease with top 15% WW, 
YW and +301 $C with 10% Milk!

LINZ EXEMPLIFY
Connealy Confidence Plus son with outstanding 
growth, carcass merit & %Values!

RAML OPTICS
The high selling bull at RAML’s 2021 sale offers 
outcross calving ease with exceptional growth!

MUSGRAVE JUMBO
Sired Styles & Musgrave’s 2022-2024 high 
sellers! Big time CE curve bender!!

KR SYNERGY
Krebs’ 2018 high selling CE bull with spectacular EPD’s 
& outcross pedigree who’ll work in every scenario!

SITZ FEAT
Improving phenotype, feet, dimension and 
performance!

LT FLINT
Mohnen & LT feature with balance, structure 
& maternal exceeding breed norm!

LT LAZY JB UNCHARTERED
Outcross pedigree, added look, and extra 
muscle!

ELLINGSON HI-RANGE
New calving ease sensation with top WW, SC, 
CEM, Claw, Angle,& RE with 284 $C!

DE-SU CERTAINTY
Top 1% $Values with over 430$C, top 1% 
WW, YW, Marb & RE.

EB WAR LORD
Egar Bros 2025 top seller to Panther Creek. 
Stout!

CONLEY SOUTH POINT
NWSS Champion who’s calving ease with type!

KR INSPIRATION
Krebs 2024 high seller & lead NWSS 
Champion Pen bull!

44 FAITHFUL
Nearly 400$C, top 5% MB, RE & performance EPDS!

HILL VALLEY RECKONING
Outcross pedigree with cattleman’s build & 
phenotype!

CROUCH CONGRESS
Top growth, performance & carcass EPDs 
with super structure + 360$C!

MUSGRAVE OG
Musgrave’s $165,000 seller at their 2024 sale!

EXAR NEW BALANCE
431$C and 2025 OKCC Angus bull sale topper!

CONNEALY SCOTCHMAN
Top 1% WW & YW & $C $405! Powerful 
Clarity/WeighUp combo!

CONNEALY COMMON GROUND
Complete calving ease combined with extra balance 
across the board, enhanced carcass EPDs, 333$C.

LT ATLAS
Extra calving ease & balance. LT’s leadoff 
bull in their 40th Sale!

RJ TRUST FUND
Exciting 3/4 Simmy making fantastic value 
& appeal!

ECR TRAVIS
ECR’s newest superstud by their best donor!

H MONTGOMERY
Producing worlds of function & eye appeal!

CRR WIND RIVER
CRR’s new superstud!

JWC WESTERN FEEL
JWC 2025 sale feature by Journeyman!

LCDR ANTHEM
Nearly 200 API. Calving ease & performance.

HLTS AHEAD OF TIME
Big time CE & performance from Hill Top!

GIBBS CULMINATION
The elite EPD sire, 197 API, top 5% growth, 
milk & marb with CE for all!

LLSF DAUNTLESS
New & exciting outcross!

STYLES RESET
Styles’ 2025 feature selling to Griswold! 
Outcross balance & look.

BNWZ DIGNITY
Hot Insight son!

LAZY JB EGO
NWSS Champ!

UDE NEW HEIGHTS
Former EOS feature, now available!

RIVERSTONE VEGAS
The KR Casino son of choice!
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FEATURING ANGUS

Kelly Brandlee
Cattle Business Weekly

“Performance is what 
we were looking at then, 
and it’s still what drives 
our decisions today,” 
says Bailey Johnson, 
fourth-generation pro-
ducer at Johnson Angus 
near Mobridge, S.D. 

For more than six 
decades, production test-
ing has been central to 
the Johnson Angus pro-
gram. Long before per-
formance data became 
common, the Johnson 
family committed to 
evaluating cattle based 
on measurable results, 
longevity and real-world 
functionality.

 That commitment con-
tinues to shape breeding 
decisions today as the 
operation prepares for 
its 54th Annual Produc-
tion Sale on Feb. 28 at 
Mobridge Livestock Auc-
tion, beginning at 1 p.m. 
Central. The sale offering 
includes approximately 
80 yearling Angus bulls 
and, for the first time, 25 
commercial bred heifers.

Johnson Angus began 
formal progeny testing 
more than 65 years ago, 
testing multiple herds 
and comparing sires 

across varying condi-
tions. Artificial insemi-
nation (AI) has allowed 
the family to expose cows 
to different genetics and 
evaluate how those bulls 
performed in similar 
environments.

“When you’re able to 
compare multiple  bulls 
side by side, performance 
becomes very clear,” 
Johnson says. “That was 
the whole goal, identify 
what works and build 
from there.”

While technology has 
advanced, the philoso-
phy remains unchanged. 
AI continues to play a 
major role in the herd, 
though the program 
has evolved to rely more 
heavily on home-raised 
genetics. Just over 60% 
of the bulls in this year’s 
offering are sired by 
bulls born and developed 
within the Johnson herd.

“We set such a strong 
foundation with AI early 
on that we can now trust 
our own genetics,” John-
son says. “That consis-
tency allows us to focus 
on cattle that fit our 
environment and our 
customers.”

The Johnson herd is 
managed in a demand-
ing Northern Plains 

environment where 
cattle must withstand 
weather extremes, lim-
ited resources, and long 
winters.  The operation 
relies on stock dams, 
and the landscape can 
be challenging along the 
Missouri River Valley. 
That management style 
reinforces the need for 
cows that remain pro-
ductive under stress and 
maintain longevity with-
in the herd.

 “Our herd replace-
ment selection centers 
on foot quality, cow lon-
gevity, maternal instinct 
and overall functional-
ity,” says Johnson. Bull 
development at Johnson 
Angus reflects those 
same priorities. Bulls 
are not creep fed and are 
developed on a ground 
hay-based total mixed 
ration with no silage.

“I believe that kind of 
development supports 
longevity,” Johnson says. 
“Longevity matters to 
our customers, not just 
for the bulls, but for the 
daughters they leave 
behind.”

As production testing 
has evolved, Johnson 
Angus has incorporated 
DNA technology to con-
firm parentage in multi-

sire breeding groups. 
Parentage testing pro-
vides insight into breed-
ing efficiency, identifying 
bulls that consistently 
settle cows early in the 
breeding season.

“When you run multi-
sire groups, it’s really 
interesting to see which 
bull is dominant,” John-
son says. “That’s what 
our customers want, 
bulls that go to work and 
get cows bred.”

Ear ly  concept i on 
remains a key focus for 
the program.

“You want a bull that 
gives your customer as 
many first-cycle calves as 
possible,” Johnson says. 
“We calve nearly 90% of 
our cow herd in the first 
cycle. That impacts uni-
formity, calving season 
length and profitability 
in a lot of ways.”

One bull that exempli-
fies that breeding effi-
ciency is BJJ Cuervo 3/3. 
As a yearling, Cuervo 
ran in a multi-sire group 
with another yearling 
bull and sired more than 
75% of the calves.

“In that respect, he has 
a lot of breeding intelli-
gence,” Johnson says. 
“Some cattle are just 

Production Testing at the Core of Johnson Angus

MIDWEST MARKETING SOLUTIONS
Bailey Johnson and her father, Stuart at a previous production sale. 

Cuervo 3/3 daughter at Johnson Angus. 

Cows on the Johnson Ranch near Mobridge, S.D. 

Continued on page 14A
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Commercial producers 
with Angus-based cow 
herds can access a new 
value-added marketing 
option with the Gene-
Max®-enhanced Genetic 
Merit Scorecard® (GMS) 
from AngusLink®.

This connection serves 
as another way for pro-
ducers to set themselves 
apart in the marketplace, 
says Troy Marshall, 
director of commercial 
industry relations for the 
American Angus Associ-
ation®.

G eneMax  Advan -
tage is a genetic test for 
high-percentage commer-
cial Angus females, and 
the GMS is a valued-add-
ed marketing tool that 
objectively describes the 
performance potential of 
a group of feeder calves. 
Each is powered by the 
Association’s database, 
the industry’s largest 
genetic database, with 
product research and 
intelligence managed 
by Angus Genetics, Inc. 
(AGI®).

“The GMS has already 
proven to be exception-
ally accurate, but build-
ing values to represent 
the cow herd side [of the 
scorecard’s calculations] 
naturally took time,” 
Marshall says. “GeneMax 

speeds up the process, so 
the latest update to the 
GMS is about improving 
it further. The more pre-
cise the GMS becomes, 
the more value it creates 
for the entire industry.”

He says GeneMax 
Advantage has also 
built itself a reputa-
tion as a reliable tool. 
Recent improvements 
have included adding 
five dollar value indexes 
($Values) to test results 
on individuals as well as 
scores for five additional 
traits: Functional Lon-
gevity (FL), Teat Size 
(Teat), Udder Suspension 
(UDDR), Hair Shed (HS), 
and Pulmonary Arteri-
al Pressure (PAP). The 
$Values on the test are 
directly comparable to 
the $Values of registered 
Angus bulls, making it 
the practical choice to 
test commercial heifers 
out of registered Angus 
bulls. It also includes 
Sire Match™ services, 
which provides sire par-
entage for tested daugh-
ters of registered and HD 
50K or Angus GS-tested 
bulls.

What’s required
To qualify for the Gen-

eMax-enhanced score-

card, 10% or more of a 
producer’s cow herd must 
be tested. The standard 
requirements for enroll-
ing a calf crop in the 
GMS program also still 
apply. Those include Age 
and Source verification 
through IMI Global, a 
division of Where Food 
Comes From; the cow 
herd breed composi-
tion for the calves being 
enrolled; and a list of sire 
registration numbers. 
Sires must be predom-
inantly (50% or more) 
registered Angus.

“Having an addition-
al source of information 
brings more precision to 
the calculation, but the 
logic behind the score-
card is still the same,” 
says Rafael Medeiros, 
geneticist with AGI. “The 
scores of GeneMax-tested 
cows will be considered in 
the cow side of the equa-
tion — on a scale that 
matches the percentage 
of your cow herd that’s 
been tested — to calcu-
late that calf crop’s GMS. 
This added transparency 
and credibility makes 
your marketing even 
stronger, helping buyers 
recognize the depth of 
your genetic investment.”

During the American 
Angus Association’s fis-

cal year 2025, AngusLink 
premiums averaged 
$20.92 per hundred-
weight (cwt.). Medeiros 
and Marshall agree this 
new scorecard option is 
an extension of efforts by 
the Association and AGI 
to help commercial pro-
ducers both make genet-
ic progress in their herds 
and help them get paid 
for it on sale day.

There is no additional 
cost for the connection. 
The only cost for receiv-
ing a GeneMax-enhanced 
GMS is the regular cost 
of GeneMax testing at 
$28 per female and typ-
ical AngusLink enroll-
ment costs, which include 
the expense of Age and 
Source verification.

To signal interest in 
the enhanced scorecard, 
producers check a box 
indicating they have test-
ed with GeneMax Advan-
tage when completing the 
AngusLink enrollment 
form. To begin an enroll-
ment, producers can con-
tact the AngusLink team 
at anguslink.com or 816-
383-5100. To begin Gen-
eMax testing, visit www.
GeneMaxAngus.com and 
place an order, or com-
plete the “Talk to a Rep 
about GeneMax” form on 
the webpage.

Improving GMS 
scores

A frequently asked 
question about the GMS 
from users is, “How can 
I improve my scores?” 
Medeiros says this con-
nection provides an effi-
cient path for doing that.

“Producers of all sizes 
have found success with 
GeneMax Advantage,” 
he says. “Because Gene-
Max delivers results on 
individual animals, you 
can make selection and 
breeding decisions with 
greater precision and 
have a greater effect on 
genetic merit within a 
shorter period. The soon-
er you begin, the sooner 
you’ll see the advantages 
of integrating GeneMax 
data into your marketing 
strategy.”

The scorecard values 
range from 0 to 200, 
with the industry aver-
age being 100. The high-
er the score, the greater 

the genetic merit of the 
calves. Medeiros says the 
effect of adding GeneMax 
scores depends on the 
genetic quality of a herd.

The more cows you 
test, the greater the 
impact GeneMax data 
will have on your Genet-
ic Merit Scorecard scores, 
Marshall adds.

“Testing a higher per-
centage of females adds 
more detail and insight, 
giving buyers a clearer 
view of your herd’s genet-
ic potential,” he says. “By 
incorporating GeneMax 
Advantage insights into 
selection and mating 
decisions, you can real-
ly accelerate the rate of 
genetic improvement 
within your herd.”

Marshall says this 
enhancement brings full 
circle the suite of tools 
designed in partnership 
with AGI for the the 
American Angus Associ-
ation to benefit commer-
cial cattlemen.

AngusLink Offers GeneMax Enhancement 
for Genetic Merit Scorecard

Continued on page 11A
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“We can always get 
better,” he says. “Once 
you’ve selected the right 
bulls, GeneMax Advan-
tage offers the most 
accurate heifer selection 
tool available, allowing 
you to build and describe 
a cow herd that aligns 
with your goals. After 
establishing the right 
genetics, the focus shifts 
to capturing their value 
— marketing your feed-
er cattle in a way that 
reflects their true worth. 
AngusLink has trans-
formed that process. It is 
the most recognized and 
trusted method for con-
veying the genetic merit 
of commercial feeder cat-
tle.” 

– American Angus 
Association

AngusLink
Continued from page 10A

Dana Zook
OSU Cooperative Extension 
Livestock Specialist

 
During winter, much 

of  the conversation 
around cow management 
focuses on helping cattle 
maintain body condition 
through cold tempera-
tures. Supplementation 
and feeding strategies are 
always top of mind, but 
one often overlooked com-
ponent of winter manage-
ment is water. How much 

water do cows really need 
during cold weather?

 As temperatures 
decrease, cows’ energy 
requirements increase. 
This added energy is typ-
ically supplied through 
dry feeds such as hay, 
byproduct cubes, or com-
modity blends. Adequate 
water intake is essen-
tial for cows to properly 
digest these feeds. When 
water is limited, feed 
intake often declines, 
making it difficult for 
cows to maintain body 
weight and condition.

Stage of production 
also plays a significant 
role in determining 
water needs. As produc-
tion demands increase, so 
does water intake. Lac-
tating cows, for example, 
require more water than 
pregnant, non-lactating 
cows. Water intake data 
collected by Oklahoma 
State University and 
other research institu-
tions provide baseline 
estimates across pro-
duction stages. These 
guidelines are useful for 
producers hauling water 

or planning new water 
infrastructure.

 So, how much water 
do cows need in cold 
weather? OSU factsheet 
AFS-3299, Estimating 
Water Requirements 
for Mature Beef Cows, 
reports that 1,300-pound 
cows experiencing 40°F 
temperatures typically 
require 9 to 15 gallons of 
water per day. The lower 
end of this range applies 
to open or pregnant, dry 
cows, while the higher 
end reflects the needs of 
lactating cows.

Additional research is 
currently underway by 
Dr. Dave Lalman and his 
research team to further 
refine these estimates. 
In a recent study, five-
year-old cows averaging 
1,363 pounds with calves 
at side have consumed an 
average of 15 gallons per 
day since mid-November. 
This total includes calf 
consumption; however, it 
is reasonable to assume 
calves account for 1 to 2 
gallons daily.

This highlights the 
importance of ensuring 
calves have access to 
water. Tanks should be 

filled high enough for 
smaller animals to reach 
the water, and natural 
water sources should be 
kept open so calves can 
safely drink.

 Water is often con-
sidered a “hot weather” 
concern, but its impor-
tance should not be over-
looked during winter. 
Dehydration adds stress 
during cold conditions. 
Ensuring cows have ade-
quate access to water is 
a simple yet critical step 
in helping them manage 
winter stress and main-
tain body condition.

                                 – OSU

Cattle Water Needs During Cold Weather

SDSU Extension will 
host a Cattle Artificial 
Insemination (AI) School 
from March 26-27, 2026. 
Participants will learn 
overall herd manage-
ment for reproductive 
success and profitability 
during the 2-day school. 

AI Schools are open to 
anyone wanting to learn 
to artificially inseminate.

The school will be held 
at Bieber Red Angus 
Ranch, 11450 353rd Ave, 
Leola, S.D.

The school consists of 
classroom and hands-

on training that impact 
reproductive success to 
an AI program including 
AI equipment and tech-
nique, semen handling, 
herd management and 
nutrition, bull selec-
tion, heat detection, and 
estrous synchronization. 

Schedule

Day 1: 9:30 a.m. – 7:30 
p.m.

Day 2:  8:00 a.m. – 6:00 
p.m.

The schedule is subject 
to small changes.

Registration
The registration fee is 

$550, which covers the 
cost of educational mate-
rials, supplies, facility 

and cow use. Registra-
tion is required and can 
be completed using the 
form below. This school 
is limited to 13 partici-
pants.

Refunds will not be 
provided if spots can-
not be filled prior to the 
school. If a participant is 
under the age of 18 and 
will be attending without 

a parent or legal guard-
ian, release forms must 
be completed. Proceed 
with payment and con-
tact Robin Salverson for 
release forms. She can be 
contact at 605-374-4177 
or email Robin.Salver-
son@sdstate.edu.

                          – SDSU

Upcoming: AI School

Of interest to South 
Dakota Angus producers 
is a tool through South 
Dakota State Univer-
sity Extension to help 
streamline share agree-
ments.

The Cow-Calf Share 
Lease Calculator was 
designed to help live-
stock producers deter-
mine how to split a calf 
crop between the cow 
owner and the operator 
based on contributions 
made by each party. 

You can download the 
Xcel document by going 
to https://extension.
sdstate.edu/cow-calf-
share-lease-calculator.

                          – SDSU

Cow-Calf 
Share Lease 
Calculator
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The Angus breed had 
its show and sale on Feb. 
2 at the Black Hills Stock 
Show.  Judging the show 
was Zane Barragree, 
Columbus, MT and Seth 
Weishaar conducted the 
sale. 

G r a n d  C h a m p i o n 
Angus Heifer was Lot 
13, Chestnut Weton-
ka, 5106, from Chest-
nut Angus, Pipestone, 

Minn. She is a February 
2025 daughter of UDE 
New Heights 62/87 and 
Chestnut Wetonka 132. 
She sold to Delton Gim-
bel, Ree Heights, S.D.  for 
$25,000.

Reserve Grand Cham-
pion Angus Heifer Lot 
7, Lakeview Sandy 504, 
from Erdmann Angus 
Ranch, Leola, S.D. She is 
a March 2025 daughter 

of BNWZ DIGNITY 8017 
and Lakview Sandy 138.

G r a n d  C h a m p i o n 
Angus Bull Lot 26, S&R 
Reality J527, from S&R 
Angus, Weston, Wisc. He 
is a February 2025 son 
of Woodhill Reality and 
S&R Candy Ann J127. 
He sold for $9,400 to Bart 
Ness, Kennebec, S.D.

Reserve Grand Cham-
pion Angus Bull Lot 19, 

BAR Colder Weather 
5555N ET, from Britney 
Spencer, Pierre, S.D. 
He is a March 2025 son 
of Coleman Below Zero 
2106 and Coleman Donna 
6206. The bull sold for 
$9,000 to DD Linse, 
Springview, Neb.

Sale Averages:
29 Angus Bulls $9,755
14 Angus Heifers 

$7,832

CODI VALLERY-MILLS
A nice crowd was on hand for the Angus sale at the Black Hills Stock 

Show on Feb. 1. 

Black Hills Stock Show Angus Results

The U.S. Department 
of Agriculture (USDA) 
today announced the 
enrollment periods for 
agricultural producers 
and landowners to sub-
mit offers for the Con-
tinuous and General 
Conservation Reserve 
Program (CRP). USDA’s 
Farm Service Agency 
(FSA) is accepting offers 

for Continuous CRP 
starting Feb. 12, 2026, 
through March 20, 2026. 
Enrollment for General 
CRP will run from March 
9, 2026, through April 17, 
2026. FSA will announce 
dates for Grassland CRP 
signup in the near future.

CRP is USDA’s flag-
ship conservation pro-
gram, providing financial 

and technical support 
to agricultural produc-
ers and landowners who 
place unproductive or 
marginal cropland under 
contract for 10-15 years 
and who agree to volun-
tarily convert the land 
to beneficial vegetative 
cover to improve water 
quality, prevent soil ero-
sion and support wildlife 

habitat. The Continuing 
Appropriations, Agricul-
ture, Legislative Branch, 
Military Construction 
and Veterans Affairs, and 
Extensions Act, 2026, 
extends FSA’s author-
ity to administer CRP 
through Sept. 30, 2026.  

“We’re still very close to 
the 27-million-acre statu-
tory cap with 1.9 million 

acres available for all 
CRP enrollments this fis-
cal year so enrollment is 
likely to be competitive,” 
USDA’s Under Secretary 
for Farm Production and 
Conservation Richard 
Fordyce said. “This isn’t 
about the total number of 
acres enrolled, it’s about 
producers and landown-
ers offering and USDA 

accepting the acres that 
can best deliver real, last-
ing benefits to soil, water 
and wildlife.”

 
Continuous CRP 

(Signup 65)  
FSA will batch Con-

tinuous CRP offers sub-
mitted by interested 
agricultural producers 
and landowners. Offers 
to re-enroll expiring CRP 
continuous acreage will 
be accepted on a first-
come, first-serve basis. 
New acreage offered in 
continuous CRP prac-
tices will be considered 
for acceptance on a first-
come, first-serve basis 
if they support USDA 
conservation priorities 
including but not limited 
to practices that address 
water quality, such as 
filter strips and grass 
waterways, and practices 
that restore native eco-
systems or target specific 
resource concerns.

 The first Continuous 
CRP batching period ends 
on March 20, 2026. Offers 
submitted after this date 
will be considered for 
acceptance in subsequent 
batching periods if acre-
age remains available.

 Continuous CRP par-
ticipants voluntarily 
offer environmentally 
sensitive lands, typical-
ly smaller parcels than 
offered through General 
CRP including wetlands, 
riparian buffers, and 
varying wildlife habitats. 
In return, they receive 
annual rental payments 
and cost-share assistance 
to establish long-term, 
resource-conserving veg-
etative cover.   

Producers and land-
owners interested in par-
ticipating in CRP should 
contact their local FSA 
county office.

                         – USDA

USDA to Open Continuous and General 
Conservation Reserve Program Enrollment for 2026

Follow the 
South Dakota 

Angus 
Association on 

Facebook 



February 2026	 South Dakota Angus News	 Page 13A

WA Prolific 2030 5225 WA Prolific 2030 5225 
AAA 21493668 • 02/14/2025
CE -9 | BW 5.8 | WW82 | YW 144 | M 15

WA Magnum 2347 0825WA Magnum 2347 0825
AAA Pending • 01/10/2025

WA Badlands 2314 0125WA Badlands 2314 0125
AAA 21492063 • 01/04/2025
CE 11 | BW 0.3 | WW 67 | YW 113 | M 22

WA Prolific 2061 3925 WA Prolific 2061 3925 
AAA 21493666 • 02/08/2025
CE -2 | BW 4.1 | WW 90 | YW 151 | M 23

WA Gronk 2046 5825 WA Gronk 2046 5825 
AAA Pending • 02/17/2025

WA Showcase 23192825 WA Showcase 23192825 
AAA Pending • 02/02/2025

Sires Include: Sires Include: Gronk • Show Stopper • Attorney • Regard • Millar DukeGronk • Show Stopper • Attorney • Regard • Millar Duke
Badlands • Magnum • Prolific • Profound • Jack • JAR Growth Fund Badlands • Magnum • Prolific • Profound • Jack • JAR Growth Fund  

UNL/DROUGHT MONITOR

The southern half of South Dakota remains in some level of drought according to 
the most recent drought monitor map released from the National Drought Mitigation 
Center. 

Where are You on this Map?

FIELDS FOTOS

Angus exhibitors led 68 entries at the 2026 Southwestern Exposition and Livestock 
Show’s Roll of Victory (ROV) Angus Show, January 31 in Fort Worth, Texas. Garrett 
Lampe, Petersburg, Ill., evaluated the 68 entries before naming champions. M C Caesar 
3109 won grand champion bull at the 2026 Southwestern Exposition and Livestock 
Show’s Roll of Victory (ROV) Angus Show, Jan. 31 in Fort Worth, Texas. Clifford Bush 
& Sons, Britton, S.D.; Seldom Rest Farms, Niles, Mich.; and Zach McCall, Greenville, Va., 
own the October 2023 son of Riverstone Vegas 49H. He first claimed senior champion. 
Garrett Lampe, Petersburg, Ill., evaluated the 68 entries. 

Bush Angus Wins in Ft. Worth
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Bulls that sire 
GREAT cow herds  
never go out of style!

Jorgensen Land & Cattle
31250 265th St Ideal, SD 57541

800.548.2855

Call for a sale book today!

Featuring Classic, 
Proven Maternal Sires:

Magnum • Encore • All Pro
Quarterback • Rainfall • Resource

and many more.

Also Featuring the 
First Sons of these 

Jorgensen Young Sires:
Accolade • Skymere • 2272

MONDAY, APRIL 20, 2026 
1 P.M. CST • IDEAL, SD

Selling
200+ Registered Angus Bulls

Rito 0040 Magnum

Ideal Encore of 9524 LadyIdeal All Pro

Ideal Accolade 2558

Ideal 2916 Skymere of 2058

TOP CUT Bull SaleTOP CUT Bull Sale
powered by thepowered by the  MOTHERLODEMOTHERLODETMTM

Jorgensen’s 54Jorgensen’s 54thth Annual Annual

Russ Daly
Professor and SDSU 
Extension Veterinarian

Seasoned cow-calf pro-
ducers know the long list 
of everything that has 
to go right for a cow to 
become pregnant during 
breeding season. Nutri-
tion, as measured by cow 
body condition, needs to 
be right. The number of 
fertile bulls needs to be 
sufficient for the number 
of cows to be bred. Heat 
waves, dry spells, infec-
tious diseases from the 
neighbor’s cows over the 
fenceline – the harmful 
effects of all of these have 
to be managed so they 
don’t interfere with the 
cow’s ability to become 
pregnant and to main-
tain that pregnancy.

Cows confirmed preg-
nant in the fall and win-

ter have so far dodged 
all that adversity. For-
tunately, once mid-ges-
tation is reached (4-5 
months post-breeding), 
it’s uncommon for any-
thing bad to happen to 
that pregnancy; cows 
that are deemed preg-
nant at preg-check time 
yet open at calving time 
are an unusual occur-
rence. Studies have 
shown that once gesta-
tion hits even 42 days, 
herd pregnancy loss is 
only 2% at the most.

Yet late term preg-
nancy loss occasionally 
happens. Within a given 
herd, it’s not unusual for 
a sporadic cow or two to 
expel her calf premature-
ly, oftentimes for no dis-
cernible reason. In even 
rarer situations, expo-
sure to a germ or toxin 

can cause large numbers 
of pregnancy losses.

Germs such as BVD 
virus, IBR virus, and 
Neospora are often men-
tioned as the usual caus-
es of infectious abortion 
outbreaks. But there’s 
another interesting 
cause of pregnancy loss 
that cattle producers in 
less mountainous areas 
maybe haven’t heard of 
before – Ponderosa Pine 
needles. 

For at least the past 
50 years, consumption 
of Ponderosa Pine tree 
needles (and those from 
a few other pine tree spe-
cies) by pregnant cattle 
has been recognized as a 
cause of abortions during 
the last trimester (three 
months) of gestation. A 
compound called isocu-
pressic acid in the pine 
needles causes the prob-

lem. Once in the preg-
nant cow’s system, this 
chemical interferes with 
the production of normal 
hormones like progester-
one that help maintain 
pregnancy.

One might think it 
unusual for cattle to 
eat pine tree needles, of 
all things. For the most 
part, that’s correct. When 
these animals have an 
ample source of more 
typical, more palatable 
feed, they usually won’t 
resort to pine needles as 
a source of dietary sus-
tenance. It’s during cold 
winter temperatures and 
deep snow conditions 
that cattle start thinking 
about consuming them. 
Cows hunkering under 
trees to avoid wind will 
encounter fallen nee-
dles to chew on (dead 
needles still contain the 

chemical). Unfortunate-
ly, those winter weather 
conditions often coincide 
with the last trimester of 
gestation when the fetus 
is most susceptible to the 
effects of the chemical.

A great number of cat-
tle producers won’t ever 
have to worry about this 
potential exposure since 
Ponderosa Pines are 
fairly unusual in their 
locations. On the other 
hand, for cattle produc-
ers in the Black Hills of 
South Dakota for exam-
ple, where the trees are 
plentiful, the threat is all 
around them. Ponderosa 
Pines are also common 
in other parts of south-
western South Dakota 
(they’re the namesake of 
“Pine Ridge”), northern 
Nebraska, and through-
out mountain forests in 
the western US.

There’s no vaccine 
against pine needle abor-
tion, nor are there pre-

ventive medications or 
antidotes. The only tool 
at our disposal against 
the problem is to make 
sure pregnant cattle 
don’t have the chance 
to consume the needles. 
It’s especially important 
during winter once snow-
fall and cold tempera-
tures encourage cows to 
look to these needles as 
something to eat. Avoid-
ance doesn’t just apply to 
the standing trees them-
selves, but also to brush 
piles from pine trees and 
fallen needles on the 
ground underneath the 
trees.

Pine needles are just 
one more pregnancy 
threat to put on the list 
for cattle producers to 
manage. If you’re a cattle 
producer in areas where 
the trees are prevalent, 
it’s certainly something 
to pay attention to.

                         – SDSU

JESSALYN BACHLER, SDSU EXTENSION
Ponderosa pine trees are found across South Dakota in wooded areas 

and are especially common across the Black Hills region. 

Pine Needles: Another Possible 
Threat to Beef Cow Pregnancies

smarter than the rest, 
and he’s one of them.” 

Cuervo’s influence is 
evident in this year’s 
sale, with 13 sons offered. 
The bull was heavily uti-
lized on a large group of 
cows this past summer 
and is expected to be col-
lected this spring, with 
plans to pasture breed 
him again next year. His 
longevity genetics are 
proven, as his granddam 
remains productive in 
the Johnson herd at 14 
years of age.

“That’s the kind of cow 
family we want to build 
around,” Johnson says.

Johnson Angus collects 
bulls at World West Sires 
in Billings, Mont., while 
maintaining select herd 
bulls for cleanup and 
specific pasture needs.

Customer expectations 
have remained relative-
ly consistent over time. 
Johnson hears strong 
demand for Angus bulls 
that balance perfor-
mance with soundness, 
moderation and breed 
character.

“We’ve stayed true to 
the Angus breed charac-
ter,” Johnson says. “The 
breed has gone in a lot of 
directions, but we want 

to stay in the middle of 
the trends.”

Despite changing mar-
kets and genetics, John-
son notes that commer-
cial producers continue 
to sell calves by the 
pound.

“That reality still mat-
ters,” she says. “You have 
to keep performance in 
mind while navigating 
trends.”

Looking ahead, John-
son sees opportunity for 
commercial producers to 
rebuild and strengthen 
their herds by retaining 
replacements and select-
ing bulls from programs 
that emphasize function.

“Finding a bull suppli-
er who prioritizes foot 
quality, udder quality 
and overall function is 
huge,” Johnson says. 
“Those traits matter 
as we rebuild the beef 
herd.”

Carrying a program 
built over generations 
comes with responsibili-
ty, and Johnson embrac-
es that role.

“Production testing 
has always been part of 
who we are,” Johnson 
says. “It’s what past gen-
erations believed in, and 
it’s what gives us confi-
dence in the cattle we 
sell today and the direc-
tion we’re heading.”

Bailey Johnson
Continued from page 9A
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Tehama Patriarch F028Tehama Patriarch F028 HCC Whitewater 9010HCC Whitewater 9010

Connealy CraftsmanConnealy Craftsman Deer Valley Growth FundDeer Valley Growth Fund

Connealy VindicateConnealy Vindicate Mohnen Ruth 1065Mohnen Ruth 1065

Selling Embryos out of 
Connealy Craftsman, Connealy Vindicate, 

& Rainmaker 4404

Other Sires Represented
EXAR Stock Fund & E & B Wildcat 9402

Become a South Dakota 
Angus Member 

The South Dakota Angus Association invites you to 
become a member of its organization. 

Why become a member?

• Be part of a network of likeminded SD Angus Breeders
• SD Angus promotes SD Angus Breeders thru an every 
other year directory and multiple SD Angus Breeder ads 
in print publications and the publishing of the SD Angus 
Newspaper

• Unified voice that promotes Registered Angus 
	 Cattle in South Dakota thru print and radio advertising
• Annual SD Angus Association Membership 
	 Meeting and Meal
• Annual SD Angus Tour 
• SD Angus Heifer Grant and Scholarship Program

Those interested in becoming a member 
can fill out the membership form 

found on page 3A.

Champion Bull – Lot 
21 Consigned by Reese 
Family Angus, Hancock, 
MN. Purchased by Dustin 
Laurence, Rosholt, SD, 
for $11,000.

Reserve Champion 
– Lot 28, Consigned by 
Dandy Acres Angus, Pipe-
stone, MN. Purchased by 
Dexter Lick, Rosholt, SD, 
for $10,000.

Top Selling Bull – Lot 
16, Consigned by Arrow J 
Cattle, Wolsey, SD. Pur-
chased by Bruce Micheel, 
Cavour, SD, for $13,500.

Champion & Top Sell-
ing Female – Lot 4, Con-
signed by Arrow J Cattle, 
Wolsey, SD. Purchased by 
Bruce Micheel, Cavour, 
SD, for $5,500.

Reserve Champion 
Female – Lot 3, Con-
signed by Dandy Acres 
Angus, Pipestone, MN. 
Purchased by Don Stan-
deland, Pipestone, MN, 
for $4,500.

Top Selling Female – 
Lot 7, Consigned by Z Doc 
Ranch, Bellingham, MN. 
Purchased by Todd Ries, 
Watertown, SD for $5,500

Top Selling Female – 
Lot 8, Consigned by Ian 
Seuser, Clear Lake, SD. 
Purchased by Christo-
pher Uckert, Clear Lake, 
SD for $5,500.

22  bu l l s  grossed 
$169,250 with an average 
of $7,693

5 females grossed 
$26,000 with an average 
of $5,200

Watertown Winter Farm 
Show Angus Results

South Dakota Gover-
nor Rhoden is inviting 
nominations for the 2026 
South Dakota Governor’s 
Ag Ambassador Award, 
which recognizes indi-
viduals or organizations 
that have made a last-
ing, positive impact on 
the state’s agriculture 
industry. 

The award honors 
leaders who provide 
visionary leadership, 
advocate for agriculture, 

promote responsible 
stewardship of land and 
livestock, and highlight 
the importance of South 
Dakota agriculture to 
the global food system. 
Nominees should demon-
strate servant leader-
ship, hard work, honesty, 
humility, and respect for 
others. 

Nominations are due 
to the South Dakota 
Department of Agri-
culture and Natural 

Resources by March 13, 
2026. The recipient will 
be recognized during the 
Governor’s Ag Summit in 
June 2026. 

For additional infor-
mation, including the 
nomination form, please 
visit the website under 
the Office of the Secre-
tary tab or contact Brian 
Faris at 605.773.5559 or 
Brian.Faris@state.sd.us. 

           – S.D. Dept. of Ag 

Nominate Someone for 
the Ag Ambassador Award

South Dakota State 
University Extension 
welcomes Kim Ricardo as 
its new Forage Field Spe-
cialist, expanding its sup-
port for producers focused 
on pasture and hay man-
agement. In her role, 
Ricardo will work with 
farmers and ranchers to 
improve forage produc-
tivity and sustainability 
using practical, research-
based information.

Ricardo  i s  based 
in Pierre and focuses 
on helping producers 
strengthen pasture and 
hay land performance. 
Her work supports long-
term forage health, 
improved livestock nutri-
tion, and stronger farm 
operations. She will work 
directly with producers, 
applying research find-
ings in real field settings 
to address everyday chal-
lenges.

Ricardo brings a strong 
agricultural background 
to the position. She 
grew up in Missouri on 
a fifth-generation com-

mercial cow calf opera-
tion, which shaped her 
interest in agriculture 
and producer support. 
Her hands-on experi-
ence includes work with 
advanced reproductive 
technologies at Select 
Sires and Trans Ova 
Genetics. She has also 
contributed to stocker 
calf research and rota-
tional grazing manage-
ment at the University 
of Missouri Southwest 
Research Extension and 
Education Center.

Ricardo explained that 
her goal of working in 
Extension led her to pur-
sue advanced education. 
She holds a bachelor’s 
degree in animal science 
and a master’s degree 
in animal science with 
a focus on beef cattle 
reproductive physiology 
and nutrition, both from 
the University of Mis-
souri. Her education and 
experience support her 
ability to connect forage 
management with live-
stock production.

“Kim comes from a 
farm background where 
she grew up in Missouri 
and received strong aca-
demic training in beef 
production and use of for-
ages from a grazing and 
feed perspective at the 
University of Missouri,” 
said Sandy Smart, profes-
sor and SDSU Extension 
Interim Director. “She 
provides a great addi-
tion to our team at the 
regional center in Pierre 
as we continue to grow 
our commitment to help-
ing producers diversify 
their operations through 
crop-livestock integra-
tion.”

New Forage Field 
Specialist at SDSU
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SOUTH DAKOTA

B
Section

Wednesday, February 18, 2026

• Scholarships for Angus Youth
• Champions Named at NWSS
• Carrying Cap. vs Stocking Rate

INSIDE THIS SECTION

MILLERS GABLE 50 AAA 21436060
 Sire: Schiefelbein Gable 311

Donor Dam: Diamond Lady Denver F365 (Payweight 1682 x 
EXAR Denver 2002B)

CED: +4•BW: +2.3•WW: +97•YW: +162
HP: 16•MILK: +28•$M: +106•$C:+340

MILLERS VANGUARD 5764 AAA 21435826
Sire: SCR Feat K70

Dam: Lady Jane P601 (Myers Fair N Square x 
Lady Jane I393 donor) 

 CED: +4•BW: +2.6•WW: +88•YW: +136•MILK: +27
HP: +14.8• $M: +108•$W: +96•$C: +314

MILLERS KMCC TYCOON 5740 AAA 21494328
 Sire: GB Mogul M64J 

Dam: Diamond Bell 9J03 
BW: +3.0•WW: +106•YW:+184•MILK: +32 

CW: +84•$W: +106

MILLERS ENTERPRISE 5722 AAA 21435779
  Sire: SCR Feat K70

Dam: Zara Lady P215 of M A F (Millers Hidewood M409)
CED: +6•BW: +1.4•WW: +82•YW: +142

MILK: +34• $W: 90

MILLERS MERCENARY 5823 
 Sire: LVVF Tanker 14 

Donor Dam: Lady Jane N409 of M A F (BUBS Southern 
Charm AA31 x Lady Jane I393)

AI SIRES: LVVF Tanker 14•Schiefelbein Gable 311•SAV Magnify
GDAR All-In 024•LT Clarion•Bullerman Significant•Ellingson Prolific

HERD SIRES: GB Mogul M64J• SCR Feat K70• SCR Feat 202K
Millers Decorative O513 •  K&J Pacific 82 and more. 

All Animals Are AngusGS
 Verified & Tested

MILLERS VANGUARD 5764’S GRANDAM
LADY JANE I393 OF M A F
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Sires  Include:
Woodhill Reality • Baldridge Badger • S A V Courage 
Boyd Justification • S A V Magnify • Yon Discipline

WOODHILL REALITY X CRAWFORD GUARANTEE

524

BOYD JUSTIFICATION X S FOUNDATION

542

S A V MAGNIFY X DEER VALLEY FOXTROT

573

WOODHILL REALITY X WILKS REGIMENT

525

BALDRIDGE BADGER X S A V PRESIDENT

553

R5 TAHOE X MUSGRAVE EXCLUSIVE

541

WOODHILL REALITY X S CHISUM 255

563

BOYD JUSTIFICATION X MOHNEN IMPRESSIVE

586
S A V COURAGE X  PA FULL POWER

587

VIRGINIA TECH STATESMAN X TEX PLAYBOOK

595
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Devlon Ford has heard 
“stocking rate” and “car-
rying capacity” defined a 
dozen ways. As a regen-
erative ranching advi-
sor at Noble Research 
Institute, he gets excited 
about helping ranchers 
understand their carry-
ing capacity and how it 
impacts both grazing and 
their bottom line.

The first thing to know: 
Stocking rate is not the 
same thing as carrying 
capacity. “Stocking rate 
is strictly a management 
decision,” says Ford. 
The number of animals 
you choose to place on 
your ranch is your stock-
ing rate — or the rate 
at which your land is 
stocked. Carrying capac-
ity, on the other hand, is 
a calculation that tells 
ranchers exactly what 
their land can support.

What You Can Feed 
and What You Do 

Feed
Pretty often, Ford 

hears ranchers use car-
rying capacity and stock-
ing rate interchangeably. 
Which can mislead ranch-
ers into overgrazing their 
land. For example, using 
a rule of thumb for stock-
ing rate, like running one 
cow for every 10 acres of 
land, isn’t necessarily 
the same herd size that 
would be determined by 
correctly calculating your 
carrying capacity.

“In our classes, we talk 
about carrying capacity 
as the maximum num-
ber of animals you can 
run based on certain cri-
teria,” says Ford.

In the classroom, Ford 
uses an analogy to help 
ranchers visualize the 
difference between the 
terms. He pulls up an 
image of a stock trail-
er. In this scenario, the 
trailer is rated for 12,000 
pounds of cargo — so 
12,000 is the trailer’s car-
rying capacity. He clicks 
through the graphic to 
show several animals 
loaded on the trailer. 
With the maximum car-
rying capacity of 12,000 
pounds of cargo load-
ed, the trailer is about 
three-quarters full.

Clicking again to 
advance the graphic, a 
few more animals are 
added to fill the trail-
er. It now holds 16,800 
pounds of cargo — a 
“stocking rate,” if you 
will, that is well over its 
carrying capacity. Ford 
talks about what could 
go wrong in this scenario.

“We’re going to wear 
out our bearings or 
springs or tires. We’re 
going to blow out these 
tires eventually and be 
stranded somewhere,” 
he says. “And that’s the 
same thing with our 
carrying capacity. If we 
set our stocking rate too 
high, especially if it goes 

over our carrying capac-
ity, then we start harm-
ing the microbes and 
fungi and all those living 
organisms in the soil.”

Critical Calculations 
to Prevent 

Overgrazing
The first criteria is 

grazable acres. Rather 
than using every acre 
of your ranch to deter-
mine carrying capacity, 
you’ll want to narrow 
that number down to 
just the acres that pro-
vide forage for your ani-
mals. Non-grazable acres 
include a homestead 
area, roads or lanes, 
wooded areas and even 
oil or gas drilling pads.

Next, you’ll want to 
know your forage pro-
duction per acre. There 
are several ways to deter-

mine your ranch’s forage 
production if historical 
records aren’t available 
from past grazing or hay-
ing seasons.

“You can go back to 
the old grazing sticks — 
that’s a decent way to get 
a baseline measurement. 
For a digital approach, 
you can go to the USDA’s 
Web Soil Survey website 
or Rangeland Analysis 
Platform to get a base-
line forage production 
number,” says Ford.

The critical piece that 
ranchers are most in 
control of is utilization, 
or how much forage you 
plan to use. This is cal-
culated as a percentage. 
Ford recommends setting 
your utilization rate to 
something below 50%.

To calculate how much 
your herd eats, deter-

mine the average weight 
of your livestock and 
multiply by a standard 
intake percentage.

“If you’re running cow-
calf, we’ll typically sug-
gest using 2.6% to 3%,” 
says Ford. “When I was 
in college, we talked 3%. 
It’s changed; now a lot of 
people are saying 2.6%. 
Either number is a good 
place to start, but if you 
use 3%, you’re a little bit 
safer.”

Then multiply the 
average daily intake by 
the number of days you 
plan to graze. Ranchers 
who don’t plan to sub-
stitute grazing with hay 
would multiply by 365.

“Once you do all the 
math, it will tell you 
how many animals your 
operation can run,” says 
Ford. “Quite often, that’s 

an awakening moment 
for people.”

Determine Your 
Stocking Rate From 
Carrying Capacity
Knowing your ranch’s 

carrying capacity for the 
year can support soil 
health and grazing goals. 
There are a few other 
things to consider when 
right sizing your ranch’s 
herd.

“Some people want to 
set their carrying capac-
ity at 100%,” says Ford. 
“But what if you get any 
years of drought? That’s 
not going to be good. One 
thing we’ve got to keep 
in mind is that since car-
rying capacity is heavily 
dependent upon forage 
production, it’s also heav-
ily dependent upon rain-
fall and climate.”

NOBLE
Understanding your carrying capacity impacts both grazing and bottom 

lines on a ranch. 

Continued on page 7B

Carrying Capacity Versus Stocking 
Rate: Getting the Numbers Right
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Angus enthusiasts led 
165 entries at the 2026 
National Western Stock 
Show Super Point Roll 
of Victory (ROV) Angus 
Show, Jan. 17 in Den-
ver, Colo. Alan Miller, 
Gridley, Ill. judge; and 
Kurt Meyer, Onarga, Ill., 
assistant judge, evaluat-
ed the 114 females and 
34 bulls. They also judged 
the seven bulls and ten 
females in the phenotype 
and genotype portion of 
the show.

M C Caesar 3109 
claimed the grand cham-
pion bull title after first 
earning senior cham-
pion. Clifford & Sons 

Bush, Britton, S.D.; Sel-
dom Rest Farms, Niles, 
Mich.; and Zach McCall, 
Greenville, Va., own the 
October 2023 son of Riv-
erstone Vegas 49H.

Sydney Sanders, Lees-
burg, Ohio; Rosebud Cat-
tle Company, Abilene, 
Kan. ;  and Bridwell 
Genetics, Ames, Okla., 
own the reserve grand 
champion bull. Sanders 
Impulse 35M is a Decem-
ber 2023 son of River-
stone Vegas 49H and 
was first named reserve 
junior champion.

KayLee Langford, 
Breckenridge, Texas, 
owns the grand champi-

on female. UDE Saras 
Dream 4010 is a Feb-
ruary 2024 daughter of 
BNWZ Dignity 8017 and 
first won junior champi-
on.

Kayden Nowatzke, 
Michigan City, Ind., 
claimed reserve grand 
champion female. Seldom 
Rest Pin Up Gal 4170 is 
a July 2024 daughter of 
BNWZ Dignity 8017 and 
first won intermediate 
champion.

Chestnut Gettysburg 
645 won grand champion 
phenotype and genotype 
bull after first claiming 
division 2 champion. 
Chestnut Angus Farm, 

Pipestone, Minn., owns 
the January 2025 son of 
EZAR Gettysburg 1061.

Lazy JB Angus, Mon-
trose, Colo., won reserve 
champion phenotype and 
genotype bull with Lazy 
JB Standard 5792. The 
March 2025 son of Raven 
Stand Alone first won 
reserve division 2 cham-
pion.

KC Blackcap Lady 
5033 won grand cham-
pion phenotype and 
genotype female after 
first claiming division 1 
champion. Lanas Smith, 
Boulder, Colo., owns the 
March 2025 daughter of 
EXAR Bona Fide.

Mckinley Stoller, Pal-
isade, Neb., showed the 
reserve grand champion 
phenotype and genotype 
female. Bear Mtn Eisa 

Erica 4542 is the January 
2024 daughter of Bear 
Mtn North Star and first 
won division 3 champion.

LEGACY LIVESTOCK
M C Caesar 3109 won grand champion bull at the 2026 National 

Western Stock Show’s Super Point Roll of Victory (ROV) Angus Show, 
Jan. 17 in Denver, Colo. Clifford Bush & Sons, Britton, S.D.; Seldom Rest 
Farms, Niles, Mich.; and Zach McCall, Greenville, Va., own the October 
2023 son of Riverstone Vegas 49H. He earlier won senior champion. 
Alan Miller, Gridley, Ill., judge, and Kurt Meyer, Onarga, Ill., assistant 
judge, evaluated the 165 entries. 

Champions Named at 2026 National Western 
Stock Show Super Point ROV Angus Show

As graduation sea-
son nears, Angus youth 
should be aware the 
Angus Foundation offers 
multiple scholarship cat-
egories, ensuring a path-
way for students from 
different operations and 
educational goals.

Undergraduate and 
Graduate Angus 

Foundation 
Scholarships

One application. More 
than $190,000 award-
ed annually. The Angus 
Foundation Scholarship 
Application is avail-

able to all Junior Angus 
members. One completed 
application creates eligi-
bility for all listed schol-
arships. NJAA members 
can apply via AAA Login 
through May 1, 2026.

Access to Application: 
AAA login (www.angu-
sonl ine.org/Account /
Login), “Programs” tab

Submission: Through 
AAA login

Deadline: May 1, 2026

Commercial Cattle‑
men Scholarship

The Angus Foundation 
will award five $1,500 
scholarships to under-
graduate students who 
use Angus genetics in a 
commercial cattle oper-
ation. The applicant or 
their parent/guardian 
must have transferred 
or been transferred an 
Angus registration paper 
in the last 36 months (on 
or after May 1, 2023) and 
must be considered com-
mercial and not seedstock 
in their operation. The 
scholarship applies to 
any field of study.

Access to Application: 
Download application at 
www.angus.org/founda-
tion/apply-for-scholar-
ships/commercial-schol-
arships

Submission: Email to 
scholarships@angus.org

Deadline: May 1, 2026

Vo‑Tech 
Scholarship

New in 2026, the Angus 
Foundation will award 
scholarships to support 
students pursuing voca-
tional or technical edu-
cation related to the beef 
industry. The Vo‑Tech 
Scholarship is designed 
for individuals seek-
ing specialized training 

at accredited technical 
schools, community col-
leges or certification pro-
grams that prepare them 
for hands‑on careers in 
agriculture and allied 
industries.

Access to Application: 
Download application at 
www.angus.org/founda-
tion/apply-for-scholar-
ships

Submission: Email 
completed materials to 
scholarships@angus.org

Deadline: May 1, 2026

External 
Scholarships

In addition to the 
many scholarships avail-
able through the general 

undergraduate scholar-
ship application, NJAA 
members may be eligi-
ble for additional Angus 
Foundation scholarships 
administered by partners 
who share our mission.

View additional oppor-
tunities here: www.
angus.org/foundation/
apply-for-scholarships/
external-scholarships

Deadline: Varies based 
on Application

The Angus Foundation 
encourages all eligible 
youth to apply for this 
year’s scholarship oppor-
tunities and take the 
next step toward building 

Scholarships for Angus Youth

Continued on page 5B
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21st Annual
TUESDAY, MARCH 17, 2026

5:00 pm  CST • Mobridge Livestock, Mobridge SD

Van BeekVan Beek ANGUS
Jeff Van Beek • 605-848-2855
Troy LaFave •605-848-2597

vanbeekranch@yahoo.com

vanbeekranch.com

Selling 40 Yearling Bulls & 45 Two-Year-Old Bulls

Van BeekVan Beek ANGUS

Free Delivery 

Feeding Arrangements
Available

CED BW WW YW Milk MB RE $B $C
5 1.6 68 123 24 0.64 0.52 139 259

 VBR B469 OF H027 BOND VBR B469 OF H027 BOND

AAA 21477531AAA 21477531

CED BW WW YW Milk MB RE $B $C
9 0.3 89 159 27 0.89 0.75 169 304

VBR G535 OF 3C23 GUNNERVBR G535 OF 3C23 GUNNER

AAA 21472680AAA 21472680

CED BW WW YW Milk MB RE $B $C
14 -0.8 80 138 30 1.46 0.22 186 324

  VBR T529 OF 7N38 TRAILBLAZER  VBR T529 OF 7N38 TRAILBLAZER

AAA 21472406AAA 21472406

CED BW WW YW Milk MB RE $B $C
8 2.7 73 134 24 0.94 0.44 150 264

 VBR G534 OF 1G41 GUNNER VBR G534 OF 1G41 GUNNER

AAA 21465493AAA 21465493

CED BW WW YW Milk MB RE $B $C
9 -0.5 79 134 31 0.41 0.63 130 250

 VBR P527 OF 0K25 PROLIFIC VBR P527 OF 0K25 PROLIFIC

AAA 21473032AAA 21473032

CED BW WW YW Milk MB RE $B $C
8 -0.2 78 135 30 1.01 0.80 187 350

 VBR S518 OF 2TW3 STEP UP VBR S518 OF 2TW3 STEP UP

AAA 21466668AAA 21466668

There is a tool 
available in your 
AAA Login to 
help make plan-
ning mating deci-
sions easier.

Every herd has their 
own set of breeding objec-
tives, designed to drive 
improvement for their 
operation and meet their 
customers’ needs. To help 
meet breeding objectives, 
there are 34 genetic selec-
tion tools updated week-
ly for registered Angus 
animals, 25 individual 
expected progeny differ-
ences (EPDs) and 9 $Val-
ues. When considering 
potential matings, using 
a planned mating tool 
that provides the average 
genetic values predicted 
for that mating and also 
projects inbreeding coef-
ficients for the future 
offspring, can be helpful 
when planning for the 
next generation of your 
herd.  

Accessing the Tool
In your AAA Login 

account, you can find the 

planned mating tool by 
following Reports > Inter-
active > Planned Mating 
Tool. 

This tool is designed to 
help determine the aver-
age EPD profile of future 
offspring from a particu-
lar mating. The resulting 
EPDs are the average val-
ues of the sire and dam 
listed for the mating. The 
projected values are not 
calculated through the 
weekly genetic evaluation 
like traditional EPDs and 
$Values and should not 
be published as such. It 
is also important to note 
that the actual EPDs for 
progeny from the mating 
are likely to vary from the 
average EPDs from the 
mating tool. 
Using Planned Mating

Any sires, such as AI 
sires or walking sires, 
can be added to the tool 
to mate with females in 
your herd. Up to 50 sires 
can be included per run of 
the tool and maximum of 
100 sires per day. 

Females from your 
herd, including any 
owned by memberships 
linked to your account, 
can be added to the 
planned mating tool. 

Up to 50 females can be 
included per run. 

There are several ways 
animals can be added 
to a run within the tool. 
Sires or dams can be 
added individually with 
their tag or registration 
numbers. Animal sets 
and pastures can also be 
used to add animals into 
the tool. Another option 
is to upload a file with 

registration numbers for 
sires and dams. 

In order for sires and 
dams to be used in the 
tool, they have to have a 
full suite of true EPDs. 
This means animals with 
interim EPDs or EPDs 
that are missing are not 
eligible to be included in 
the planned mating tool.

Calculating results
Once the animals are 

selected for matings, click 
“Calculate”. This will 
return each female mated 
to each sire, grouped by 
female. The results can 
also be exported to Excel 
for more detailed sorting 
of results.

The resulting EPDs 
and $Values returned 

by the tool are average 
based on the sire and 
dam’s values for each 
particular trait. Also 
included in the results is 
the projected inbreeding 
coefficient of each poten-
tial mating. This value 
provides a projected coef-
ficient of inbreeding that 
can be used to manage 
inbreeding for the next 
generation of your herd. 
More Additional resourc-
es can be found linked on 
the planned mating tool 
in Login. 

The EPDs and $Values 
used by this tool for the 
sires and dams are those 
currently listed on EPD/
Pedigree look-up, mean-
ing the values update 

each Friday. If you have 
groups of animals you 
are planning mating deci-
sions for in the upcoming 
breeding season, creating 
animal sets could be an 
efficient way to recalcu-
late matings as needed.

While there are many 
factors to consider when 
planning matings in addi-
tion to EPDs and $Val-
ues, this tool can help 
simplify the process as 
you make the decisions 
to work towards your 
herd’s breeding objectives 
and ultimately serve the 
needs of your commercial 
customer. 

– American Angus 
Association

Planned Mating Tool Available

FOOD FEATURE

Ingredients:
3-4 beef roast
½ onion sliced
1 tablespoon steak seasoning
2 teaspoon minced garlic
2 tablespoons Worcestershire sauce
2 teaspoons onion powder
4 cups beef broth
6 hoagie rolls
12 slices provolone cheese

Directions:
Place everything (except the rolls and cheese) in the 

crock pot. Cover and cook on low for 8-10 hours.
Shred the beef.
Serve on toasted hoagie rolls. Top with provolone 

cheese.
Source: Dinneronadime.com

Shredded Beef 
Sandwiches

their future. Applications 
for programs including 
undergraduate, graduate, 
VoTech and Commercial 

Cattlemen’s scholarships 
are due May 1, 2026.

Application links and 
full details are available 
at www.angus.org/foun-
dation/apply-for-scholar-
ship.

– American Angus 
Association 

Scholarships
Continued from page 4B
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2026 SALES
Feb. 21 Varilek Angus 75th Annual Bull Sale at the Ranch, 

Geddes, SD
Feb. 21 Schiefelbein Farms Sale 11:00 am, at the farm 

near Kimball, MN
Feb. 21 Solsaa Angus and Thyen Simmental Annual Sale, 

1:00 pm at Thyen Farm west of Kones Korner, SD
Feb. 21 Starr Charolais & Angus Annual Bull Sale, 11:00  

a.m., Rugby Livestock Auction, Rugby, ND
Feb. 21 Nordlund Stock Farm 30th Annual Production 

Sale, 1:00 pm at the farm, Clearbrook, MN 
Feb. 22 Mt. Rushmore Angus Annual Production Sale 

1:00 pm at the ranch Rapid City, SD
Feb. 22 Peckenpaugh Angus Bull Sale 2:00 pm, at the 

ranch, Carthage, SD
Feb. 22 Chestnut Angus Farm Bull Sale 1:00 pm at the 

farm, Pipestone, MN
Feb. 23 Lone Tree Angus Bull Sale 2:00 pm, Lone Tree 

Sale Facility, Meadow, SD 
Feb. 23 Foxhoven Angus Annual Bull & Female Sale, 1:00 

pm at the Foxhoven Sale Facility, Crofton, NE
Feb. 23 Ridl Angus 29th Annual Production Sale, 1:00 pm 

MST, Stockmen’s East, Dickinson, ND
Feb. 24 Deep Creek Angus Ranch 27th Annual Production 

Sale, 12:00 pm at Philip Livestock Auction, Philip, SD
Feb. 24 Lodoen L83 Ranch 50th Annual Production Sale 

1:00 pm at Kist Livestock Auction, Mandan, ND
Feb. 24 Connelly Angus Bull Sale, 1:00 pm at the Ranch, 

Valier, MT
Feb. 25 Hart Angus Farms Annual Production Sale, at the 

Farm, Frederick, SD
Feb. 27 Brenner Angus Annual Bull Sale, 2:00 pm at Kist 

Livestock, Mandan, ND

Feb. 28 Johnson Angus 54th Annual Genetic Advantage 
Bull Sale, 1:00 pm Mobridge Livestock, Mobridge, SD

Feb. 28 Bush Angus Annual Sale, 1:00 pm at the ranch, 
Britton, SD

Feb. 28 Carlson Angus Ranch Annual Production Sale 
1:00 pm at the ranch Regent, ND

Feb. 28 Kretschman Angus Annual Bull Sale 1:00 pm 
Buffalo Livestock Marketing, Buffalo, WY

Feb. 28 Kreth Herefords & Angus Annual production 
Sale, 1:00 pm at the facility, Mt. Vernon, SD

Feb. 28 44 Farms Bull Sale, 10:00 am, Cameron, TX
Feb. 28 Lonely Valley Seedstock Annual Limousin & Angus 

Bull Sale, 1:00 p.m., at the ranch, Creston, NE
Feb. 28 Dally Angus 20th Annual Production Sale 1:00 pm 

at the ranch, Montpelier, ND
Mar. 1 Stevenson Angus Spring Production Sale, 1:00 pm  
Mar. 2 Styles Angus Annual Production Sale, at the Farm, 

Brentford, SD
Mar. 4 Bruns Angus 37th Annual Bull Sale, 1:00 pm at the 

Ranch, Madison, SD
Mar. 5 Split Diamond Ranch 35th Annual Bull Sale, 1:00 

pm at Dillon Livestock Auction, Dillon, MT
Mar. 5 Jensen Ranch Bull Sale, 1:00 pm at Jensen Show 

Barn, Courtland, KS
Mar. 6 Wilde Angus Ranch 31st Annual Sale at the Ranch, 

Shelvin, MN
Mar. 6 Eichacker Simmentals/JK Angus Annual Production 

Sale, 1:00 pm at the farm, Salem, SD
Mar. 6 Brookdale Angus 14th Annual Production Sale 

1:00 pm, Lester Community Center, Lester, IA
Mar. 6 Reminisce Angus Annual Bull Sale, 1:00 pm at Big 

West Feeding Facility, Dillon, MT
Mar. 7 Thorstenson’s Lazy TV Ranch 45th Annual Bull 

Sale at the Ranch, Selby, SD
Mar. 7 Arhart Farms 46th 
Annual Sim-Angus Bull Sale 
1:00 pm at the ranch, Alpe-
na, SD
Mar. 8 RBM Livestock 
Annual Production Sale, at 
the Ranch, Florence, SD
Mar. 8 Lazy JB Bull Sale 
1:00 pm at the ranch, 
Montrose, CO
Mar. 8 Katus Ranch Bull 
Sale, 2:00 pm at Lemmon 
Livestock, Lemmon, SD
Mar. 9 Schauer Angus 
37th Annual Angus Bull Sale 
1:00 pm at Faith Livestock 
Auction, Faith, SD
Mar. 9  Pine Coulee Bulls - 
Annual Bull Sale 12:00 pm at 
Wagon Box Ranch, Hardin, 
MT
Mar. 10 MacDonald 
Ranches Performance 
Power Sale, 1:00 pm at Kist 
Livestock, Mandan, ND 
Mar. 10 Veltkamp Angus 
Bull Sale, 1:00 pm at the 
ranch, Manhattan, MT
Mar. 11 Pfaff Angus Annual 
Bull Sale, 1:30 pm at the 
ranch, Fairfax, SD
Mar. 11 LBS Angus 26th 
Annual Bull & Female Sale, 
2:00 pm at Sidney Livestock 
Market Center, Sidney, MT
Mar. 12 Mogck Angus 
Farms Annual Production 
Sale, at the Farm, Tripp, SD
Mar. 12 Wheeler Mountain 
Ranch 24th Annual Angus 
Bull Sale 1:00 pm at the 
Ranch, Whitehall, MT
Mar. 13 Bar S Ranch 
Production Sale 12:30 pm at 
the ranch, Paradise, KS
Mar. 13 Sleepy Hollow 

Farm 4th Annual Strategy Sale 6:00 pm at the farm, 
Centerville, SD

Mar. 13 Green Mountain Angus & Rooney Angus Bull 
Sale, 1:00 pm at Pays Livestock, Billings, MT

Mar. 13 Felton Angus Ranch - 53rd Annual Production 
Sale 1:00 pm at the ranch, Deer Lodge, MT

Mar. 14 Gaskjolen Ranch 41st Annual Production Sale, 
1:00 pm at Lemmon Livestock, Lemmon, SD

Mar. 14 Heim Cattle Co 12th Annual Bull Sale, 1:00 pm 
at the farm, St Charles, MN

Mar. 14 Fast-Dohrmann-Strommen Production Sale, 
1:00 pm at Kist Livestock, Kist Livestock

Mar. 14 Nelson Angus Annual Production Sale 1:30 at 
the ranch at the ranch Egeland, ND

Mar. 15 Hidden Angus Annual Sale, 1:00 pm at the farm, 
Sebeka, MN

Mar. 16 Kwasniewski Angus Bull and Female Sale, Glacial 
Lakes Livestock, Watertown, SD 

Mar. 17 Slovek Ranch Annual Bull Sale, Philip Livestock 
Market, Philip, SD

Mar. 17 Rockin L Genetics & Snowy Mountain Angus - 
Annual Bull Sale 2:00 pm Lewistown Livestock Auction, 
Lewistown, MT

Mar. 17 VanBeek Angus Annual Bull Sale, 5:00 pm at 
Mobridge Livestock Market, Mobridge, SD

Mar. 17 Elk Angus Bull Sale, 1:00 pm at Buffalo Livestock 
Marketing, Buffalo, WY

Mar. 18 Assmus Angus Annual Bull Sale,1:00 pm at Platte 
Livestock Market, Platte, SD

Mar. 18 Wieseler Angus 31st Annual Sale, 3:00 pm at the 
Orient Legion, Orient, SD

Mar. 18 Miske Angus Bull Sale, 1:00 pm at the Glendive 
Livestock Exchange, Glendive, MT

Mar. 19 Western Cattle Source Annual Bull Sale 1:00 pm 
at the ranch, Crawford, NE

Mar. 19 Malek Angus 13th Annual Bull Sale, 1:00 pm at 
the ranch, Highwood, MT 

Mar. 20 Mehlhaf Angus 31st Annual Bull Sale 1:00 pm at 
Platte Livestock Market, Platte, SD

Mar. 20 Montana Performance Bull Co-op with Basin 
Angus Ranch, 1:00 pm at the Midland Bull Test Sale 
Facility, Columbus, MT

Mar. 20 Scherbenske Angus 41st Annual Sale 1:00 pm at 
Mobridge Livestock, Mobridge, SD

Mar. 21 Fuoss Angus 28th Annual Production Sale, 1:00 
pm at the Ranch, Draper, SD

Mar. 21 Musgrave Angus Annual Production Sale at the 
ranch, Griggsville, IL

Mar. 21 Hancock Livestock Production Sale, 2:00 pm at 
Buffalo Livestock Marketing, Buffalo, WY

Mar. 21 Winding River Angus Annual Bull Sale 1:00 pm 
at the ranch,  Bridger, MT

Mar. 22 Cottonwood Angus Farms 56th Annual Profit 
Maker’s Bull Sale, 1:00 pm at the farm, Pipestone, MN

Mar. 22-23 Leachman Cattle Spring Bull & Female Sale, 
Meriden, WY

Mar. 23 Miller Angus Farms Bull & Female Sale, 1:00 pm 
at Glacial Lakes Livestock, Watertown, SD

Mar. 23 Dubas Cattle Co. Annual Production Sale 1:00 
pm at the Bull Lodge, Fullerton, NE

Mar. 23 Larsen Angus Ranch 52nd Annual Production 
Sale 1:00 pm at the Ranch Forsyth, MT

Mar. 24 Ferguson Angus 36th Annual Sale 1:00 pm at the 
ranch, Agra, KS

Mar. 25 McCumber Angus Ranch Annual Production 
Sale, at the ranch, Rolette, ND

Mar. 25 Carlson Cattle Co Annual Bull and Female Sale, 
12:00 pm at Bassett Livestock Auction, Bassett, NE

Mar. 26 Lau’s Valley View Angus Annual Bull Sale, 1:00 pm 
at the Ranch, Armour, SD

Mar. 26 Glasoe Angus Bull Sale, 1:00 pm at the Wildrose 
Fire Hall, Wildrose, ND

Mar. 27 Roth Angus 28th Annual Sale, 5:00 pm at the 
ranch, Freeman, SD

Mar. 28 Lehrkamp Livestock Annual Sale, 1:00 pm at the 
Ranch, Caputa, SD 

Mar. 28 Lund’s B Bar Angus Annual Bull Sale 1:00 pm at 
the Bull Palace, Baker, MT

Mar. 29 Minnesota State Angus Sale, 1:00 pm at Central 
Continued on page 11B



February 2026	 South Dakota Angus News	 Page 7B

WE PROUDLY REPRESENT THE FOLLOWING COMPANIES:
Stockmens Insurance, Berkley Equine & Cattle, Liberty Mutual,

Nationwide, Chubb Agribusiness, Grinnell Mutual, 
Everett Cash Mutual Insurance, Continental Western Group

 LIVESTOCK 
INSURANCE

H  Mortality
H  ASD Infertility
H  Packers & Stockyards 
    (Mortgage & Stolen Cattle)
H  Feed Yards
H  Transporation or Transit

 EQuine 
INSURANCE

H  Mortality
H  Major Medical/
 Surgical Options
H  Stallion Infertility (ASD)

Dates Announced for 
Montana Angus Tour

The Montana Angus 
Association will host its 
annual tour Sept. 22-24 
Montana Angus Tour, 
Havre, Mont.

Cattle operations to 
be featured on the tour 

include: Hould Angus,  
P ike  Cat t le ,  Math 
Farms, Hinman Angus, 
Kel McAngus, Maloney 
Angus, Obrecht Cattle, 
Nissen Angus, North 
Fork Angus, Legacy 
Ridge, Whistling Winds 
Angus, Peterson Grain 

and Cattle, NARC, Ste-
phen and Lindsay Boyce, 
Clear Creek Angus, My 
Angus, Bar 9 Angus, 
Shipwheel Cattle and 
Schmitt Angus.

Register online at 
www.mtangus.org. 

Carrying capacity can 
change annually and sea-
sonally as precipitation 
and degree days ebb and 
flow. Ford recommends 
stocking ranches at some 
percentage below carry-
ing capacity.

“Say you set your 
stocking rate at 80% of 
carrying capacity. Then, 
if you get in a drought sit-

uation, you may be able 
to weather that drought 
based on the forage you 
already have without 
selling cows.”

Alternatively, in good 
years, Ford says there are 
opportunities for ranch-
ers who have more grass 
than they need. Ranchers 
can either bring in anoth-
er enterprise, like stocker 
calves, or do some custom 
grazing. Ranchers also 
may choose to do a little 
soil health management 

via prescribed fire or 
additional rest of a pas-
ture. Ford admits that 
reducing your herd size 
to optimize an operation 
can be a tough concept 
for ranchers to accept. 
But often, when ranchers 
run the numbers, they 
find that aligning their 
stocking rate with their 
ranch’s carrying capacity 
pays off in the long term.

– Noble Research Insti-
tute

Carrying Cap.
Continued from page 3B

Mark Z. Johnson
OSU Extension Beef Cattle 
Breeding Specialist

 
Hypothermia (lower 

than normal body tem-
perature), is one of the 
major causes of death in 
newborn calves.  With a 
significant winter storm 
on the way to Oklahoma 
this article addresses 
how to identify, prevent 
and manage cold stress 
in baby calves. Moderate 
environmental tempera-
tures aren’t typically a 
problem for calves pro-
duced by cows with ade-
quate milk/colostrum 
supply that are in good 
condition (Body Condition 
score of 5.5 – 6). Calves 
from cows that have had 
good nutrition during the 
last trimester of pregnan-
cy have a layer of brown 
fat that serves as a rap-
idly mobilized energy 
reserve to make them vig-
orous at birth and quick 
to get up and nurse. On 
the other hand, calves 
from thin cows may not 
have the energy needed 
and are more suscepti-
ble to hypothermia. Wet 
and cold weather (below 
50 degrees F) accompa-
nied by wind will take a 
toll on calves especially if 
the calving process takes 
longer than normal. Dys-
tocia (calving difficulty), 
increases the amount of 
time a calf will take to 
stand and nurse, which 
increases the potential 
of hypothermia. Calves 
maintain body tempera-
ture by converting food 
into body heat. Calves 
need to stand and nurse 
an adequate amount of 
colostrum as soon as pos-
sible after birth. If there 
is any question as to 
whether a calf has ingest-
ed an adequate amount, 
use a tube feeder or bottle 
to administer warm, high 
fat (up to 10%) colostrum. 
A practical rule-of-thumb 
is to feed 5% to 6% of the 
calf’s body weight within 
the first four hours and 
repeat the feeding when 
the calf is about 12 hours 
old. For an 80-pound calf, 
this will equate to about 
2 quarts of colostrum 
per feeding. Calves that 
nurse or are given colos-
trum within the first two 

to four hours after birth 
fare much better through-
out their entire lives.

 There are several ways 
to assist a hypother-
mic calf, the first step is 
knowing when to help. 
Normal rectal tempera-
ture of a newborn calf 
is 101.5 – 102.5 degrees 
F. A thermometer will 
help to know if a calf is 
at risk. If the tempera-
ture drops below 101 
degrees F, help may be 
needed. Place a finger in 
the mouth to check for 
a suckling reflex. The 
mouth of a healthy calf 
will be warm and moist 
and the calf will attempt 
to chew or suck your fin-
ger. Lack of a suckling 
reflex is a definite sign 
that you are dealing with 
a cold stressed calf that 
needs assistance. When 
calves are cold, the body 
responds in two ways: 
shivering and diverting 
blood flow to their inner 
core. Shivering is an 
involuntary reflex that 
increases heat produced 
by the muscle, but it 
requires energy. Exces-
sive shivering, erratic 
behavior, confusion and 
clumsy movement are 
all signs of hypothermia. 
Mild hypothermia is a 
calf temperature below 
100 degrees F. Severe 
hypothermia, when inter-
nal organs start to cool is 
below 94 degrees F.

When rewarming a 
calf is necessary, there 
are two routes: internal 
and external. Adminis-
tering colostrum should 
be the first step to warm 
the calf internally. Warm 
(100 – 102 degrees F), 
high quality colostrum 
is vital as it provides fat 
and energy that will be 
burned for internal heat. 
In some cases, adminis-
tering colostrum or milk 
replacer may need to be 
repeated. Externally, the 
following steps should be 
followed to treat and pre-
vent hypothermia in at 
risk calves.  

1. Dry calves immedi-
ately, remove all wetness 
with towels or a blow 
dryer.

2. Warm externally, 
use heat lamps, the floor 
board of your farm truck, 
a “hot box,” or a warm 

water bath (around 

100°F, gradually increas-
ing). Remove heat source 
when calf’s temperature 
is up to 99 degrees F and 
monitor to ensure they 

are able to maintain 
their temperature.

3. Get calves off the 
cold ground, place calves 
on pallets or blankets to 

prevent heat loss.
4. Get calves to a 

warm, dry, sheltered 
area like a barn, garage 
or shop. 

Hypothermia in Calves
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Amdahl Angus
JD & Annie Amdahl
Tim & Marcia Amdahl
21747 Coyote Lane
Piedmont, SD 57769

American Angus Hall 	
of Fame
Tom Burke
PO Box 660
Smithville, MO 64089
816-532-0811

Assmus Angus
JR & Eric Assmus
25875 386th Ave
Plankinton, SD 57368
605-732-4501

Auch Cattle Co.
Gary & Julie Auch
43174 294 St
Lesterville, SD 57040
605-660-5708

Baker Lemar Angus 
Ranch
Mike and Sandra Baker
11440 Angus Lane
Saint Onge, SD 57779
605-642-9785

Baxter Angus Farm
Mark Baxter
16984 368 Ave
Rockham, SD 57470
605-472-3253

Black Ink Farms
Donald and Theresa Fink
39771 279th St.
Delmont, SD 57330
605-630-8484

Blacktop Farms
Steve & Lori Repenning
41366 258th St
Mitchell, SD 57301
605-996-0196

Blair Bros. Angus
Rich & Britton Blair
PO Box 265
Sturgis, SD 57785

Blue & Gray Angus
Robert Whitacre
6712 Northwestern Pike
Gore, VA 22637

BonView Farms
Howard & Jo Anne Hillman
5114 S Sunflower Trail
Sioux Falls, SD 57108

Brozik Angus
David & Bernadine Brozik
31808 US Hwy 18
Winner, SD 57580
605-280-8106

Bruns Angus
Don Bruns
22802 452 Ave
Madison, SD 57042
605-480-0625

Buseman Angus
Joe & DJ Buseman
44869 262 St
Canistota, SD 57012
605-396-3361

Bush Angus
Jim, Scott & Tyler Bush
41785 109 St
Britton, SD 57430
605-448-5401

Bussmus Angus
Gary & Cindy Bussmus
24973 404 Ave
Mitchell, SD 57301
605-996-3265

Callies Angus
Dan Callies
43831 235th St.
Howard, SD 57349
605-772-4888

Carter Angus
Dustin & Kate Carter	
4424 Main St
Vermillion, SD 57069
712-898-9972

Cribbs Cattle Company
Josh & Abbie Cribbs	
20391 478th Ave	
White, SD 57276	
813-967-6949

Cotton Angus
John Cotton
21239 458th Ave	
Volga, SD 57071	
605-690-4287

Custom Genetic 
Solutions
Frank Jackson
40275 257th St.
Mitchell, SD  57301	
605-996-7883

Dahl Angus
Larry and Jason Dahl
46940 189th St.
Estelline, SD 57234
605-880-1354

Dakota Acres
Kurt Schultz
PO Box 149
Baltic, SD 57003	
605-310-4054

Dawson Creek Angus	
Dwayne Wipf
42805 Maxwell Rd
Scotland, SD 57059
605-660-9762

Deep Creek Angus 
Ranch
T.J. & Jeanine Gabriel
23940 200 St	
Midland, SD  57552	
605-280-3069

Deer Creek Angus	
Ted & Debby Sawyer	
48383 199A St
Oak Lake Township, SD 
56136

Dolieslager, Tyler & 
Kylee
28214 462nd Ave.	
Davis, SD  57021

Dubo Land & Cattle	
Harlan, Mary & Greg Bohn
14918 471st Ave.	
Twin Brooks, SD 57269	
605-880-7161

Edgar Brothers	
36683 167th St	
Rockham, SD 57470	
605-460-1807

Edman Angus Farms	
Dale & Gary Edman	
44944 208th St.	
Arlington, SD  57212	
605-203-1869

Erdmann Angus Ranch
Daniel and Anne Jo Erdmann
10891 361 Ave
Leola, SD 57456	
605-380-2195

Erdmann Angus Ranch
Royce & Allie Erdmann
1138 Burtis Ave
Leola, SD  57456	
605-380-9918

Fortune Triangle S 
Ranch
Wayne, Kathy, 
Rolly & Elsie Fortune	
21150 Lone Tree Rd	
Interior, SD 57750

Fox’s Angus Farms		
45895 US Hwy 212	
Watertown, SD 57201	
605-695-8610

Fuoss Angus Ranch	
David Fuoss
28137 229th St.
Draper, SD  57531	
605-669-2127

Geppert’s Broken Bell
Rick Geppert
PO Box 262
Blunt, SD 57522	
605-695-4223

Gimbel Family Cattle	
Delton and Shirley	 Gimbel
19390 350 Ave
Ree Heights, SD 57371	
605-943-5529

Gimbel Family Cattle	
Andrew & Mandy Gimbel-Fink
19391 349 Ave
Ree Heights, SD 57371	
605-943-5650

Graesser Bros. Angus
Derek Graesser
29933 329th Ave
Dallas, SD 57529
605-830-0788

Grandview Angus	
Dan, Jamie & Jake	 Lewis
2601 Grandview Dr	
Rapid City, SD 57701

Harris Cattle Company
Tom & Jill Harris	
38781 256th St	
Plankinton, SD 57368

Hart Angus Farms	
Brad and Shawn, Alex and 
Tanae Hart
38704 107th St.	
Frederick, SD 57441	
605-329-2645

Hilltop Angus
Blake & Glenda	
Eisenbeisz
PO Box 104
Bowdle, SD 57428	
605-285-6741

Jandel Angus Ranch	
Jade Jandel	
38246 Turtle Lane	
Redfield, SD  57469

JK Angus LLC	
Billy Kapperman, Ross 
Hoefker, Jeff Kapperman	
25831 454th Ave	
Montrose, SD 57048	
605-940-2504

Johnson Angus
Stuart, Gay, & Bailey 
Johnson
P.O. Box 336
Mobridge, SD 57601
605-848-2082

Kammerer Livestock
Jessica Kammerer
22196 Elk Vale Rd
Rapid City, SD 57701
605-786-7066

Kemnitz Ranch
Brian Kemnitz		
Vivian, SD
605-660-9139

Koenig, Daniel & Kate
30075 US Hwy 18	
Fairfax, SD  57335

Koops Angus
Brent Koops 
307 E Blaine Ave, 
Gettysburg SD 57442
605-769-0348

Kopriva Angus
Jim & Lee Kopriva	
16845 416 Ave	
Raymond, SD 57258	
605-450-1546

Koupal Angus
LaVern and Alice Koupal
29680 Sunrise St.	
Wagner, SD 57380	
605-384-5315

Koupal Lazy EY Angus
David & Peggy Koupal	
27252 Spirit Canyon Rd	
Edgemont, SD  57735

Koupal’s B&B Angus	
Bud & Bernie, Derek & Kristi, 
Scott & Kim VanWinkle 
Koupal	
40083 300th St	
Dante, SD  57380
605-384-3481

Koupals D&A Angus	
Dan & Aryn Koupal	
30612 281st St
Winner, SD  57580	
605-491-1331

Kwasniewski Angus
Troy & Mary Kwasniewski
47635 184th St
Clear Lake, SD 57226	
605-874-2678

Lau Angus
Joel & Carolyn Lau
39765 277 St	
Armour, SD 57313	
605-779-6071

Lau’s Valley View Farm
Jeff, Brenda and Marcus Lau	
27540 397th Ave	
Armour, SD  57313	
605-933-1355

Lazy J Cattle Co LLC
Jesse & Kim Johnson	
28734 344th Ave	
Burke, SD  57523	
605-775-2096

Lehrkamp Livestock	
Carl & Taylor Lehrkamp
24347 173 Ave
Caputa, SD 57725	
605-441-7427

Lindskov’s LT Ranch	
Bryce & Todd Lindskov	
PO Box 24
Isabel, SD  57633	
605-850-337

Littau Land & Cattle	
LeRoy, Ty, Cody Littau
29758 288 St
Carter, SD  57580

LZ Livestock LLC	
Kip & Riley Zoss-Littau	
40430 237 St
Letcher, SD  57359	
605-842-6625

M&E Angus
Marvin & Michael Kroupa
36023 251 St	
Kimball, SD 57355

Ma & Pa Angus
Steven and Deb Mowry	
25340 River Rd.
Presho, SD 57568	
605-895-2203

Mason Ranch	
Brent & Troy Mason	
17641 SD Highway 37	
Frankfort, SD 57440	
605-472-1082

Mehlhaf Angus
Dale & Nathan Mehlhaf	
43465 283 St	
Freeman, SD 57029	
605-387-5411

Millar Angus
Jon and Breezy Millar	
20042 145th Ave	
Sturgis, SD  57785
605-347-0553

Miller Angus Farms	
Don and Kody Miller	
18742 468th Ave.
Estelline, SD 57234	
605-690-4222

M Lazy B Cattle Co	
Greg Miller
45250 142nd St	
Summit, SD 57266	
605-880-3592

Mogck & Sons
Charles & LeAndra Mogck
42193 282 St
Olivet, SD  57052	
605-661-4562

Mogck Angus Farms	
David, Justin & Damon 
Mogck
1100 N Main St
Tripp, SD 57376	
605-940-9771

Mohnen Angus	
Steve & Kathy Mohnen	
25770 370 Ave
White Lake, SD 57383	
605-249-2719

2026 SDA Membership
Join Today! $80 for 2 years

Royce Erdmann, Treasurer,
1138 Burtis Ave. | Leola, SD 57456
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Moke Angus
Glenn or Brady Moke	
27218 398 Ave
Corsica, SD 57328	
605-928-3687

Moore Angus
Jerry and Pam Moore
23317 412th Ave
Artesian, SD 57314
605-527-2395

Mt. Rushmore Angus 
Ranch
Rypkema Family
15280 Lower Spring Crk
Hermosa, SD  57744	
605-342-2449

Nick Risse’s Registered 
Angus	
Nick & Gina Risse	
23096 US Hwy 18	
Tuthill, SD  57574	
605-685-6032

Nold Family Angus	
Mark, Chuck & Katie Nold
15207 331 Ave
Onaka, SD 57466
605-769-1272

Ogren Angus
Dan & Sean Ogren	
12302 425 Ave.
Langford, SD 57454	
605-470-0258
Palm Angus
Nathan Palm
18725 472 Ave	
Estelline, SD 57234	
605-690-2019

Palmquist Angus	
Clayton & Kathleen 
Palmquist
14004 465th Ave.
Wilmot, SD 57279	
605-938-4461

Pfaff Angus
Rex and Tracy Pfaff	
35616 302nd St	
Bonesteel, SD 57317	
605-654-2443

Pine Creek Angus Ranch
Lyle and Miriam/ Justin & 
Lacey Weiss
17013 Maurine Rd	
Faith, SD  57626	
605-748-2217

Raml Cattle
Phil, Adam & Grant Raml
46626 170 St	
Goodwin, SD 57238	
605-881-0700

Ravellette Cattle	
Donald and Tamara 
Ravellette
PO Box 633
Philip, SD 57567
605-859-2969

Raven Angus
Rod, RJ & Reed Petersek
28665 326 Ave
Colome, SD 57528
605-842-2153

RBM Livestock	
Mike, Barb, Ryan & Kim 
Bergh
44115 155 St	
Florence, SD 57235	
605-758-2470

RCA Valley Angus	
Rick & Cindy Pigors	
Brandon & Ashley Smith
41123 139 St	
Andover, SD 557422	
605-380-4426

Rekow Angus
Keith & Derek Rekow	
41811 124 St	
Langford, SD 57401	
605-380--5507

Rock Creek Livestock
Kevin and Helen Geppert
25525 406 Ave 
Mitchell, SD 57301	
605-770-3544

Rogen Angus
Dick & Shally Rogen	
Alex & Courtney Rogen
48274 258th St.
Brandon, SD 57005	
605-321-3806

Rolling Plains Angus	
Brandon & Katie Decker
40106 176 St	
Frankfort, SD 57440	
605-350-6605

Rossow Angus	
Tim & Shari Rossow	
11136 US Hwy 83	
Herreid, SD 57632	
605-437-2486

Rounds Angus
Todd and Sarah Rounds	
16614 Old Stoneville Rd
Union Center, SD 57787	
605-985-5469

Schelske Angus	
38519 217th St
Virgil, SD 57379	
605-350-1137

Schmidt Family Farms 
LLC
16874 415 Ave	
Raymond, SD 57258	
605-233-0165

Andrew Scholtz	
45874 234th Ave	
Wentworth, SD 57075	
605-228-8163

Schuelke Angus
Cody & Meridee Schuelke
15231 SD HWY 73	
Faith, SD 57676	
605-788-2960

Scott Ranch
Matt & Dani Scott	
21364 Trail Place	
Ft. Pierre, SD 57532	
605-222-0181

Section 16 Cattle Co.	
Erik Scott
47881 287th St
Canton, SD  57013	
605-214-1332

Sleepy Hollow Farm	
Mark, Jeanne, Trevor & Tate 
Johnson
28901 465 Ave	
Centerville, SD 57014	
605-212-2387

Sletten Angus LLC	
John and Tammy Sletten
PO Box 615
Faith, SD 57626	
605-967-2238

Slovek Ranch
Bo Slovek
20892 Slovek Rd	
Philip, SD 57567	
605-454-8124

Stark Angus
Jason & Christina Stark
43402 304th St
Utica, SD  57067	
605-760-3823

Struck, Brady & Cadee
20601 385th Ave	
Wolsey, SD  57384

Styles Angus
Chris & Erica Styles
PO Box 56	
Brentford, SD 57429	
605-887-7000

Thomas Ranch
VeaBea Thomas	
18475 Capri Place	
Harrold, SD  57536	
605-973-2448

Thyen Farms
Dan, Nathan & Jim Thyen
46220 166th St
Waverly, SD 57201

Tostenson Family Cattle	
Brett & Laura Tostenson
33584 293 St	
Highmore, SD 57345

Totton Angus
Charles and Tanya Totton
34655 240th St	
Chamberlain, SD 57325	
605-234-0349

Turtle Creek Angus	
Tyrell and Kari Dieters	
17570 Vig Place
Mud Butte, SD 57758	
605-359-3609

Uhrig, David
15280 Lower Spring Crk Rd
Hermosa, SD  57744	
308-760-5102

Uhrig, Justin & Hannah	
235171 Ave
New Underwood, SD 57761

Varilek Angus
Mick and Lynn Varilek	
29208 374th Ave	
Geddes, SD 57342	
605-337-2261

Wicks Angus
Scott and Sharon Wicks
41639 186th St	
Carpenter, SD 57322	
605-352-9802

Wieseler Angus 	
Robin & Ashley Wieseler
204 13th Ave N	
Faulkton, SD 57438	
605-460-0355

Wilkinson Ranch Inc	
20143 440 Ave
Lake Preston, SD 57249
605-847-4102

Wolf Angus
Nick & Staci Wolf	 30315 
406 Ave
Avon, SD 57315
605-840-1715

Wonnenberg, Henry & 
Melissa		
33147 298 St
Dallas, SD 57529

SDA Members
Continued from page 8

Join SDAA Today! 
$80 for 2 years

Royce Erdmann, Treasurer,
1138 Burtis Ave.
Leola, SD 57456
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2026
SIRES

MUSGRAVE JUMBO | DIAMOND CAVALRY 623K MM | LAR MAN IN BLACK
 CONNEALY RESTORE 178C | BULLERMAN SIGNIFICANT | MOHNEN AMBASSADOR

S A V CHARISMA 3918 | BRUNS ATLANTIS 2143 |  RIDL ROOSEVELT 206

BRUNS SIGNIFICANT 515BRUNS SIGNIFICANT 515
AAA 21452042 | SIGNIFICANT X COLONEL

BW +3.1  |  WW +79  |  YW +144  |  MILK +24

BRUNS JUMBO 520BRUNS JUMBO 520
AAA 21419111 | JUMBO X COLONEL

BW +0.1  |  WW +67  |  YW +126  |  MILK +34

BRUNS SIGNIFICANT 537BRUNS SIGNIFICANT 537
AAA 21452045 | SIGNIFICANT X COLONEL

BW -0.6  |  WW +79  |  YW +149  |  MILK +32

DAKOTA ANN 542 BAFDAKOTA ANN 542 BAF
AAA 21410161 | CAVALRY X FORTUNE

BW +4.8  |  WW +107  |  YW +173  |  MILK +16

Lau Angus
January 22, 2025
at the farm, Armour, South Dakota
Auctioneer: Seth Weishaar
Reported By: Donnie Leddy, CBW
Averages: 
46 Angus Yearling Bulls.................................................... $10,440
7 Simmental Yearling Bulls..................................................$7,536
10 Bred Registered Angus Heifers...................................$8,325
23 Open Commercial Angus Heifers...............................$3,500
Rounds Angus
January 24, 2026
Union Center, South Dakota
Auctioneer: Doug Dietterle
Reported By: Ryan Casteel, CBW
Averages: 
47 Angus Bulls.......................................................................$9,808
Edgar Brothers Angus
January 26, 2026
at the ranch, Rockham, South Dakota
Auctioneer: Seth Weishaar
Sale Management: CK6 Consulting
Reported By: Donnie Leddy, CBW
Averages: 
256 Bulls.............................................................................. $13,608
10 Open Heifers................................................................ $17,500
23 Bred Heifers.....................................................................$7,717
1 Bred Cow........................................................................ $15,500

Mohnen Angus
January 29, 2026
at the ranch, White Lake,, South Dakota
Auctioneer: Seth Weishaar
Reported By: Donnie Leddy, CBW
Averages: 
36 Older Bulls.................................................................... $15,544
163 Yearling Bulls.............................................................. $15,349
199 Angus Bulls.................................................................. $15,366
16 Simmental Bulls...............................................................$8,281
Black Hills Stock Show Angus Sale
February 2, 2026
The Monument, Rapid City, S.D.
Auctioneer: Seth Weishaar
Averages:
29 bulls....................................................................................$9,755
14 heifers ...............................................................................$7,832
Spruce Hills Angus
February 5, 2026
Bowman, North Dakota
Auctioneer: Joe Goggins
Sale Management: Rocking H Livestock Services
Reported By: Jory Boote, CBW
Averages: 
62 two-year-old Bulls..........................................................$8,065
47 Bred Registered Heifers................................................$7,723
35 Open Registered Heifers..............................................$4,357
40 Commercial Open Heifers...........................................$3,000

Maher Angus
February 6, 2026
Morristown, South Dakota
Auctioneer: Scott Weishaar
Reported By: Ryan Casteel, CBW
Averages: 
148 Yearling Bulls.................................................................$9,861
21 2-Year-Old Bulls..............................................................$8,381
6 Registered Heifers............................................................$4,200
134 Commercial Open Heifers.........................................$3,662
Sletten Angus
February 9, 2026
Faith, South Dakota
Auctioneer: Doug Dietterle
Reported By: Ryan Casteel, CBW
Averages: 
70 Yearling Angus Bulls.......................................................$7,332
29 Registered Open Heifers..............................................$3,930
Raven Angus
February 10, 2026
at the ranch, Colome, South Dakota
Auctioneer: Seth Weishaar and Dace Harper
Reported By: Donnie Leddy, CBW
Averages: 
287 Yearling Bulls.............................................................. $16,383
Watertown Winter Farm Show Angus Sale
February 11, 2026
Codington County Extension, Watertown, S.D.
Averages: 
22 bulls....................................................................................$7,693
5 females.................................................................................$5,200

ANGUS AVERAGES

 South Dakota State 
University Extension is 
hosting a series of free 
health and wellness 
webinars for anyone 
involved in agriculture. 

Strong Minds, Strong 
Farms is a three-part 

series that will explore 
physical activity, finan-
cial habits and eating 
well on a budget. The 
Annie’s Project-inspired 
webinars are open to all.

“Our SDSU Extension 
women in agriculture 

team wants to provide 
information that helps 
the individuals we work 
with be healthy so they 
can be confident carrying 
out their role in the farm 
or ranch operation,” said 

SDSU Extension to host Strong Minds, 
Strong Farms Webinar Series

Continued on page 11B
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Roth Patriarch 506 AAA  21466578

CED: I+12 | BW: I-0.8 | WW: I+65 | YW: I+122| M: I+32
Tehama Patriarch F028 x Roth Primrose 3103 (HF Safe & Sound 019)

Roth Justice 515 AAA 21463930

CED: I+11 | BW: I-1.4 | WW: I+61 | YW: I+114 | M: I+29
RL Justice x Roth Lady Eraline 3105 (Musgrave 316 Colossal 137)

Roth Outlier 550 AAA 21466520

CED: I+8 | BW: I+1.0| WW: I+67 | YW: I+121| M: I+25
Hart Outlier 7033 x Roth Henrietta Pride 15 (Varilek Geddes 7068)

Roth Stagecoach 5139 AAA 21463694

CED: I+11 | BW: I-.5 | WW: I+75 | YW: I+127| M: I+25
Hoffman Stagecoach 1908 x Roth Pride 032 (U-2 Coalition 206C)

Roth Mojo 5121 AAA 21463675

CED: I+7 | BW: I+1.9| WW: I+67 | YW: I+121| M: I+32
KR Mojo 8520 x Roth Wendy 8111 (Baldridge Link L29)

Roth Brutus 5145 AAA 21466411

CED: I+3 | BW: I+2.5| WW: I+81 | YW: I+133 | M: I+27
Brookdale Brutus 390 x Roth Wendy 642 (Baldridge Waylon W34)

Livestock Association, Albany, MN
Mar. 31 Blumengard Angus Ranch - 6th Annual Production 

Online Only Sale, on DVAuction.com. Bids close at 6:00 
pm 

Apr. 1 Pleasant Valley Angus Annual Angus Bull Sale 1:00 
pm at Sidney Livestock Market Center, Sidney, MT

Apr. 2 Fox’s Angus Farm Annual Production Sale, Glacial 
Lakes Livestock-South Sale Barn, Watertown, SD

Apr. 2 Sawyer A&B Cattle 36th Annual Sale 1:00 pm, 
Bassett, NE

Apr. 4 Nelson Angus Ranch - 22nd Annual Angus Bull 
& Commercial Female Sale 5:00 pm at the ranch 
Carpenter, SD

Apr. 4 Brooks Chalky Butte Angus Ranch Bull Sale, 
Bowman Livestock Market, Bowman, ND

Apr. 4 Christensen Charolais Ranch Bull Sale 1:00 pm, 
Kimball Livestock Exchange, Kimball, SD

Apr. 7 Vollmer Angus Ranch 49th Annual Production Sale 
at the ranch near Wing, ND

Apr. 7 Bar 69 Angus Ranch’s 38th Annual Production Sale. 
1:30 pm at Belle Fourche Livestock, Belle Fourche, SD

Apr. 7 Hinman Angus 38th Annual Bull Sale, 1:00 pm at 
the ranch, Malta, MT

Apr. 7 WEBO Angus Annual Bull Sale, 2:00 pm at the 
ranch, Lusk, WY 

Apr. 8 Turtle Creek Angus Annual Production Sale, 1:00 
pm at Faith Livestock, Faith, SD

Apr. 8 Thomas Ranch Annual Bull Sale & Replacement 

Heifer Sale, at the ranch, Harrold, SD
Apr. 8 Pass Creek Angus 52nd Annual Sale, 1:00 pm at 

the ranch, Wyola, MT
Apr. 9 M & E 30th Annual Angus Production Sale 1:00 pm 

at the ranch one mile west of Kimball, SD
Apr. 10 Thiessen’s Regency Acres Angus Annual 

Production Sale, 2:00 pm at Sidney Livestock Market 
Center, Sidney, MT 

Apr. 11 Fink Beef Genetics Production Sale, Randolph, 
KS

Apr. 12 Gimbel Family Cattle Annual Sale, 1:00 pm at the 
Farm, Ree Heights, SD

Apr. 13 Rossow Angus Annual Family Traditions Bull & 
Female Sale 1:00 pm at the ranch Herreid, SD

Apr. 13 Nick Risse’s Registered Angus Annual Bull Sale, 
Martin Livestock, Martin, SD

Apr. 14 Thomas Ranch 54th Anniversary Production 
Sale, 1:00 pm at the Ranch, Harrold, SD

Apr. 15 Keller Windchime Angus Annual Bull & Female 
Sale, 11:00 am at Dunlap Livestock Auction, Dunlap, IA

Apr. 15 Schaack Ranch Annual Production Bull Sale 1:00 
pm at the ranch, Wall, SD

Apr. 15 Kammerer Livestock Annual Bull Sale 1:00 pm at 
the ranch, Rapid City, SD

Apr. 16 Larson Family Ranch Bull & Female Sale at Hamill 
Hall, Hamill, SD

Apr. 17 Pine Creek Angus Ranch Annual Yearling Bull Sale 
1:00 pm at Faith Livestock Auction, Faith, SD

Apr. 18 Lindskov LT Ranch Annual Bull Sale, 11:00 AM at 
the Lindskov Sale Facility, Isabel, SD

Apr. 20 Jorgenson Land & Cattle Top Cut Angus Bull Sale, 
1:00 pm at the Lazy J Grand Lodge, Ideal, SD

Apr. 21 Baxter/Jandel Angus Annual Bull Sale, 5:00 pm at 
Baxter Angus Farm, Rockham, SD

Apr. 21 J&J Sonstebo Angus Annual Angus Bull Sale, 5:00 
pm at Wallace Community Center,  Wallace, SD

Apr. 25 Wick Angus 32nd Annual Production Sale, 6:00 
pm at the Ranch, Carpenter, SD

Apr. 27 Ma & Pa Angus 29th Annual Bull Sale, 1:00 pm at 
Presho Livestock Auction, Presho, SD

May 1 Nold Family Angus Annual Bull Sale, 1:00 pm at 
Hub City Livestock, Aberdeen, SD 

May 2 Flying W Ranch 51st Annual Production Sale, 1:00 
pm CDT at the ranch, Pequot Lakes, MN

May 6 Hoyt’s Angus Ranch 39th Annual Production Sale, 
6:00 pm at the ranch, McHenry, ND

May 7 Kopriva Angus Annual Production Sale, 6:30 pm at 
the ranch, Raymond, SD

May 8 Duppong’s Willow Creek Angus 33rd Annual 
Angus Bull & Female Sale, 2:00 pm at the ranch, Glen 
Ullin, ND

May 17 Wilken Angus Turn Out Bull Sale, Faith Livestock, 
Faith, SD

Jun. 1 Urlacher Angus Spring Bull Sale, 1:00 pm Bowman 
Livestock Market, Bowman, ND

2026 Events 
Aug. 21-29 Central States Fair, Rapid City, SD
Sept. 15-17 South Dakota Angus Tour, Black Hills Region
Sept. 22-24 Montana Angus Tour, Havre, Mont.

Calendar Continued from page 6B

Lorna Saboe-Wounded 
Head, SDSU Extension 
Family Resource Man-
agement Field Specialist. 
“Offering programs that 
impact our wellbeing can 
improve the lives of indi-
viduals and families in 
the ag industry.”

These one-hour webi-
nars start at 7 p.m. CST 
on Feb. 23, March 2 and 
March 9, 2026. All webi-
nar sessions are free to 
attend, but registration 
is required to receive the 
Zoom link. To register, 
visit extension.sdstate.
edu/events and search 
“Annie”.

Feb. 23 – “Movement 
that Fits Your Life”. 

Erin Hallenbeck, SDSU 
Extension Health and 
Physical Activity Field 
Specialist, will present 
on how to rethink physi-
cal activity in a way that 
feels realistic, flexible 
and sustainable. Partic-
ipants will explore moti-
vation, mindset and fit-
ness for longevity while 
learning how to fit move-
ment into busy lives.

March 2 – “Spring 
Budget Reset”. Sab-
oe-Wounded Head will 
teach participants how 
to refresh their finan-
cial habits by learning 
practical strategies to 
track their spending and 
create a realistic budget. 
The session will provide 
adaptable tools to help 
participants feel more 
confident, organized and 

in control of their finan-
cial decisions.

March 9 – “Eat Well, 
Spend Less”. Jessica 
Meuleners, SDSU Exten-
sion Nutrition Field Spe-
cialist, will provide par-
ticipants with simple, 
doable strategies to plan 
meals, stretch grocery 
budgets and reduce food 
waste. This presentation 
will share tools and tips 

tailored for busy house-
holds and farm families 
looking to save time and 
money without sacrific-
ing nutrition.

“Each program offers 
strategies and tools that 
can be implemented to 
improve the wellbeing 
of farm and ranch fami-
lies,” said Saboe-Wound-
ed Head.

Webinar
Continued from page 10B
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